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About SGCCC 

The South Georgia 

Classic Car Club was 

founded in April, 1984 as 

a not-for-profit organiza-

tion dedicated to the res-

toration, preservation, 

and enjoyment of special 

interest automobiles. 

The Driver’s Seat is the 

official publication of the 

SGCCC. It is printed, 

published, and distrib-

uted during the last week 

of each month to all club 

members. All information 

contained herein is not 

necessarily the opinion or 

the position of club mem-

bers, its officers, and/or 

advertisers.  

To submit content for 

inclusion in the newslet-

ter, please e-mail the 

editor, editor@sgccc.org 

or mail to SGCCC News-

letter, 4017 N Oak St 

Ext, Valdosta, GA 31605. 

All other correspondence 

should be sent to, 

SGCCC, P.O. Box 403, 

Valdosta, GA 31603, or e

- m a i l  t o :  p r e s i -

dent@sgccc.org 

Your Officers 
President: 

  Geoff Hardy 

1st Vice President: 

  David Boyd 

2nd Vice President: 

  Walt Prettyman 

Secretary: 

  Bob Raffaele 

Treasurer: 

  Donna Roberson 

Chaplain: 

  Paul Worth 

Driver’s Seat Editor: 

  David Boyd 

Web Master: 

  Tracy Cosper  

Contributed by Logan Birdsong 

Have you ever thought about the proper way to dry your car?  Sounds silly, right?  You say well 

uh, uh you just drag the towel across the paint until it’s dry.  Right?  Yeah, that’s right.  For those of 

you who care about your paint’s finish and want it to look right, read on. 

There are a few no-no’s in drying your paint’s surface that you should be aware of.  Never bear 

down hard with your towel when drying off your car, and CERTAINLY don’t use your towel for clean-

ing areas you missed when washing your car.  This will only cause you to inflict further scratches in 

the paint.  Pay attention to the type towels you are purchasing as this can make a major difference 

in the outcome of your labor.  BEWARE of cheap, polyester towels.  Their fibers are course and con-

tribute to swirl marks.  Always look for the finest micro fiber towels available that are paint safe. 

Until next time…keep it squeaky clean and ready to show.   

Car Care Tidbits 

Signs of the Times 

 



December 6, 2016 

Meeting:  club President Rick Hastings opened the December meeting 

at Austin’s Cattle Company at 6:30 pm.  Toe Opening Prayer was 

led by Paul Worth with the Pledge of Allegiance led by Rick Hast-

ings.  There were 22 members in attendance. 

Minutes:  the November minutes were read by club Secretary Bob 

Raffaele and were approved by those present. 

Treasurer’s Report:  club Treasurer Donna Roberson presented the 

November report and it was accepted as read.  She reported the 

recent car show turned a profit that will benefit the Sheriff’s 

Youth Ranch. 

Old Business: 

 Rick and other members have gotten positive feedback on our 

33rd Annual Car Show. 

 The Valdosta Christmas parade had 14 member cars and our 

Police Cruiser as participants. 

 The Lakeland Christmas Parade featured soon-to-be President 

Geoff Hardy as Santa riding in Larry Kolb’s red Mustang. 

New Business:  

 As December is the time for the annual election of club officers, 

past President Logan Birdsong presented the following slate of 

candidates: 

 President – Geoff Hardy 

 1st Vice President – David Boyd (incumbent) 

 2nd Vice President – Walt Prettyman (incumbent) 

 Secretary – Bob Raffaele (incumbent) 

 Treasurer – Donna Roberson (incumbent) 

 With no other candidates stepping forward, there was a motion 

to elect by acclamation, seconded and passed with 22 members 

present and voting. 

 Geoff made a brief acceptance speech while Rick thanked all for 

their support over the past few years. 

 Our club normally uses the profits from the Fall Car and Truck 

show to fund Christmas gifts for the children of the Sheriff’s 
Youth Ranch in Hahira.  A motion was made, seconded and 

passed authorizing a donation of $2,000 being made to their 

Scholarship Fund.  The check will be presented by Walt Pretty-

man at their upcoming Christmas dinner. 

Future Events: 

 Dec 10th  --  Lake Park Christmas Parade, 2 pm 

 Dec 10th  -  2nd Sat Cruise-In, DQ, inner perimeter, 4 – 6 pm 

 Dec 15th – Christmas Party Sheriff’s Youth ranch, 7 pm 

 Jan 3rd – SGCCC monthly meeting, Austin’s 

Meeting:  Adjourned at 7:30 pm 

Submitted by Bob Raffaele, club Secretary. 

 

Minutes President’s Report 

C. Rick Hastings 

Santa Claus has come… and sadly, has gone for another 

year, so, you know what that means -- Happy New Year, Eve-

ryone.  2017 promises to be a year to be remembered.  And, 

hopefully, the best year ever for the South Georgia Classic 

Car Club.  Recruiting new members to grow our club and 

scheduling many fun activities need to be our collective goals 

for this year.  Happy 2017. 

 Let me thank and congratulate everyone for helping to 

make 2016 a great year.  The cruise-ins, the Super Cruise-in, 

and the Fall Show were all a lot of fun and very successful.   

Successfulness is not guaranteed -- it takes a lot of work and 

dedication from many to ensure -- thank you. 

Up-coming activities for club members and guests include 

our monthly meeting scheduled on Tuesday, January 3rd  2017 

at Austin’s Steak House from 6 to 8pm.  The second Saturday 

cruise-in will be January 14th  at the Dairy Queen from 3 to 6 

pm.  And the third  Thursday cruise-in on the 19th  will be 

from 4 to 6pm at the Dairy Queen as well.   

Congratulations to the new officers for 2017.  I wish you 

all the luck in your office and your efforts to ensure our club’s 

continued growth and success.  I would like to say that I have 

enjoyed my 3 years as your President -- it was my honor and 

my pleasure to serve.  Thanks to all for your support, energies 

and ideas that were offered during my term.  I certainly could 

not of done it without each of you.      

 Keep your copy of the Driver’s Seat handy to keep track of 

everything going on.  And, of course, consult our Facebook 

page and our website -- SGCCC.org,  for on-going updates of 

club activities, car shows, etc. 

Let’s all help make 2017 a very enjoyable and fun year. 

- Rick 

Club Name Tags and Embroidery 

 

 Name tags are available at Harmon's on West Hill Avenue. 

 Club logo embroidery is available at Arrow Screen-printing on Gordon near Baytree  

Time to Pay your Dues! 



Reflections (August 2012) 

Mario Bartoletti 

Over the years we have owned a number of collector cars – a 1953 

Skylark, a 1963 Riviera, a 1966 Oldsmobile LS – among others. We occa-

sionally used those cars for family events, usually weddings. However, our 

move to Valdosta in 2006 placed us in a location without any family 

nearby. So, our collector cars were used only for South Georgia Classic 

Car Club events. 

Through association with the SGCCC, the Crescent, WACE, Valdosta 

Writers Group, and our regular involvement with the VSU Music and 

Drama departments, we gradually became acquainted with a wonderful 

circle of new friends. As a result, we found that our old 1949 Buick sedan 

once more became the focus for family-centered events within that circle. 

During the past few years, our old sedan has been the “limousine” in 

three wonderful celebrations, as shown in the three photographs accom-

panying this article. IT IS IMPORTANT TO STRESS TWO IMPORTANT 

RULES WHENEVER A COLLECTOR CAR IS USED FOR SUCH 

EVENTS:   

1. The owner of the vehicle must do all the driving for the event. 

2. No fees can be invoiced or charged by the owner for such use of 

the car. 

Note: If the collector car is registered as part of a commercial busi-

ness and/or  enterprise, and is properly insured as such, the two rules 

may not apply. 

In conclusion, it is great being retired in Valdosta, we enjoy our many 

new friends, and how nice it is that our 1949 Buick “Roadcruiser” is again 

participating in family celebrations. That is a lot to reflect upon! 

[cover photo went with this article—Ed.] 

— Lili Bartoletti 

You can remove toys 

From a boy, 

But you can’t remove 

A man from his toys! 

[Be they small or full size.] 

When the weather is uncoop-

erative, and Mario Bartoletti 

can’t enjoy his 1949 Buick or 

1973 Riviera, he just pulls out 

the toy cars he enjoyed as a 

kid, and plays with them!! 

Grown Men and Cars (June 2011) 

Mario Bartoletti of Valdosta, GA passed away on Friday, November 25, 2016 after a brief illness. He was 

born in Los Angeles, California to the late Alfio Bartoletti and Rosa Thomas Bartoletti. He earned a D. Ed. 

in Clinical Psychology from University of Toronto and had a private practice for many years in Toronto, 

Canada. He assisted many families through custody issues in the courts and remained connected to many of 

the youth through the years. He was a prolific writer, community activist and supporter of many good 

causes. He is preceded in death by his parents. 

Survivors include his loving wife of 60 years, Lili Bartoletti of Valdosta, GA, daughters and sons-in-law, Anne 

Bartoletti & Isaac Adams of CA, Allison & Corey Rubin of FL, Cara Bartoletti of FL, 4 grandchildren, 

brother & sister-in-law Ross & Phyllis Bartoletti of CA, nephews Paul & Phillip of AZ. 

As per his wishes, he was cremated and no formal services were held. Messages of sympathy may be ex-

pressed by donations to the Saint Anthony of Assisi Thrift Shop, c/o Sr Nuala Maleady of St. John's Catholic Church, 800 Gornto Rd, 

Valdosta, GA 31602. 

 

Mario and his wife Lili were members of SGCCC for several years.  Mario provided many articles, called Reflections, which appeared in 

the Driver’s Seat.  Mario served for a couple of years as editor of the Driver’s Seat, as well.  Below is one of his artilces 

Remebering Mario Bartoletti 



 

 

 

 

Membership Application 

We want to get the most up to date information on all members. Registration form 
and club dues must be returned prior to the March meeting for the up-to-date infor-
mation to be included in the roster. Bring dues and registration form to any meeting 
or mail to: 

SGCCC 

P.O. Box 403 

Valdosta, GA 31603-0403 

 

 ______________________________________________________  

  Last Name First Name Spouse’s Name 

 ______________________________________________________  

  Address City State     Zip 

 ______________________________________________________  

  Home Phone          His Occupation                      Her Occupation 

 ______________________________________________________  

  His birthday       Her Birthday Anniversary       Email Address 

 ______________________________________________________  

  Children’s Names 

 ______________________________________________________  

 

 ______________________________________________________  

  Classic or Special Interest Vehicles you own 

 

Club dues are $30 per year for a family membership.  

Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month at Austin’s Cattle Company, 2101 West Hill 

Avenue, Valdosta, GA. Eating starts at 6:00 pm and the meeting starts at 6:45 

Don’t forget to visit our club website at  www.sgccc.org and our Facebook page at 

http://www.facebook.com/sgccc 

http://www.sgccc.org
http://www.facebook.com/sgccc


January 2017 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 

Harry DiMartino 

4 5 6 7 

Chester & Venita 

Speed 

8 9 

Tracy Cosper 

10 

Becky Burke 

11 12 

Ruth Kolb 

Tammy Sears 

 

 

13 14 

Patti Everett 

15 

Danny Waller 

16 

Lee & Linda 

Hatcher 

17 18 19 

Shirley  

Comanic

  

20 

Logan Birdsong 

21 

22 

Shirley McCully 

23 24 25 26 

Joanna Bridges 

27 

Jon & Michelle 

Wilson 

28 

29 

Fred & Donna 

Roberson 

30 31 

Thomas Gehring 

    

3 - SGCCC Monthly Business Meeting Austin's Cattle Company 2101 West Hill Avenue Valdosta, GA eat at 6:00, meet at 6:45 

4 - Live Oak Cruise, Huddle House (Hwy 129 & I-10), Live Oak, FL 6-9pm info: Ralph Towner 386-752-4725 

7 - Tallahassee Cruise-In Sonic, 5814 North Monroe Street 5:30pm until 

7 - Albany Cruise-In Location: San Joe's in Leesburg 5pm start time 

8 - Tallahassee Street Rodders Museum Cruise Antique Car Museum, 6800 Mahan Dr 1-5pm http://www.tally-streetrodders.com 

14 - Cars, Caffeine and Donuts hosted by the Corvette Club, Georgia Power building, Norman Drive,  9-11am 

14 - Valdosta Cruise-In at Dairy Queen, Inner Perimeter Rd, Valdosta 4-6pm 

14 - Tallahassee What-A-Burger Cruise Ford & Chevy Clubs 1101 Thomasville Road, 5:30-8:30pm info: Reuben Plachy 850-894-5815 

14 - Thomasville Pecan Region Car Club Cruise Dairy Queen, 14375 Hwy 19S, 6:30pm until info: Steve Gordon 229-226-2266 

14 - Albany Artesian City Car Club Cruise-In Mellow Mushroom, 2825 Nottingham Way 5pm until info: Wendell Hill 229-435-2560 

14 - Perry Cruise-In 221 N. Jefferson St. Perry, GA 6-9 p.m. Call Bob Taylor, 672-0848  

15 - Valdosta Cruise-In at Dairy Queen, Inner Perimeter Rd, Valdosta 4-6pm 

25 - Lake City Hardee's West Cruise info: Ralph Towner 386-752-4725  

28 - Drive-n-Dine  

28 - Tallahassee What-A-Burger Cruise 1101 Thomasville Road, info: Joe Clark 850-385-3959 or Steve Curvey 750-383-0651 

28 - Tallahassee What-A-Burger Cruise 1101 Thomasville Rd, info: http://www.tally-streetrodders.com 

Call the contact person before leaving for an out of town cruise to be sure it has not been moved or cancelled. 

See the SGCCC web site (www.sgccc.org) for more info and flyers on these events. 



 

MIKE S. BENNETT, SR. 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

BENNETT LAW FIRM, LLP 

1108 N. Patterson Street 

Valdosta, Georgia 31601 

Telephone: 

(229) 242-6726 

FAX (229) 242-7989 

E-Mail: bennlaw@bellsouth.net 

Support Our Sponsors 

Larry Kolb and Geoff 

Hardy at the Lakeland 

Christmas Parade.  But it 

looks like Donald Trump 

and Santa Claus 



P.O. Box 403 - Valdosta, GA  31603-0403 

Monthly Club Meeting: 

Tuesday, January 2, 2017  

Eat @ 6:00 Meet @ 6:45 

Austin’s Cattle Company 

Cruise: January 14, 2017  

Dairy Queen parking lot 

4:00pm until 6:00pm 

Thurs Cruise: January 19, 2017  

Dairy Queen parking lot 

4:00—6:00pm 

Drive & Dine—January 28, 2017  

 

 

Happy New Year!—Another year has come and gone, 

and here we are in 2017!  

Thanks to all who have contributed to the Driver’s Seat 

during 2016. I look forward to your submissions during 

2017, so that our newsletter continues to be full of infor-

mation and articles that are useful and enjoyable to the 

readership. 

Thanks to Rick Hastings for his leadership as President of 

SGCCC for the past three years. Much of the success of 

our monthly cruise-ins, the Super Cruise-ins and the An-

nual Fall Car and Truck Shows has been due to the leader-

ship he provided.  Thanks, Rick! 

Welcome to our new SGCCC President for 2017—Geoff 

Hardy. We anticipate great things for our club under his 

leadership this year.  Let’s all get behind him and make 

2017 a great year for our club.  

The other club officers remain the same, having been re-

elected for 2017 in the December meeting.  However, for 

our club to thrive, we need all members to be actively in-

volved. 

Mario Bartoletti passed away on November 25. We have 

included his obituary and a couple of articles in his mem-

ory. He served at one time as editor of the Driver’s Seat, 

and was an active member of SGCCC. 

Thanks to Logan Birdsong for the Tidbits article. 

Happy Cruising!  

- David Boyd, editor 

Editor’s Comments 

 Design and Media Production at Wiregrass Georgia Technical College 

Cover Photo 

Mario Bartoletti and his 1949 Buick at the 

wedding of Kellie and Zack Myers. (2012) 


