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About SGCCC 

The South Georgia 

Classic Car Club was 

founded in April, 1984 as 

a not-for-profit organiza-

tion dedicated to the res-

toration, preservation, 

and enjoyment of special 

interest automobiles. 

The Driver’s Seat is the 

official publication of the 

SGCCC. It is printed, 

published, and distrib-

uted during the last week 

of each month to all club 

members. All information 

contained herein is not 

necessarily the opinion or 

the position of club mem-

bers, its officers, and/or 

advertisers.  

To submit content for 

inclusion in the newslet-

ter, please e-mail the 

editor, editor@sgccc.org 

or mail to SGCCC News-

letter, 4017 N Oak St 

Ext, Valdosta, GA 31605. 

All other correspondence 

should be sent to, 

SGCCC, P.O. Box 403, 

Valdosta, GA 31603, or e

- m a i l  t o :  p r e s i -

dent@sgccc.org 

Your Officers 
President: 

  Geoff Hardy 

1st Vice President: 

  David Boyd 

2nd Vice President: 

  Walt Prettyman 

Secretary: 

  Bob Raffaele 

Treasurer: 

  Donna Roberson 

Chaplain: 

  Paul Worth 

Driver’s Seat Editor: 

  David Boyd 

Information Director: 

  Tracy Cosper  

Thanks to Bill Higgins for these pictures of 

Johnny Swilley’s restored Texaco gas pump. 

Johnny Swilley’s Gas Pump 

In the Towing Museum—Chattanooga 



President’s Report 

Geoff Hardy 

September is going to be a very busy 
month.  The high school and college foot-
ball seasons are underway and hopefully, your favorite 
team is off to a winning start.  The car show season is 
heating up as well with several events taking place this 
month in our local area.  

On September 2nd, we host our 1st Saturday Biscuits 
and Bumpers at Bojangles.  There is also the 1st Annual 
Car, Truck, and Bike show at Glynn Place Mall in Bruns-
wick.  Saturday the 9th, Tifton Harley Davidson is hosting 
their 9th annual Car and Bike Show.  This is always a 
good event and space is limited.  If you wish to attend, 
you may RSVP by calling 229-387-8055.  Also on the 9th, 
we have our 2nd Saturday Cruise at DQ, followed by the 
local Valdosta Car Scene cruise at Steak and Shake.  On 
Saturday, September 16th, you can choose between the 
Wild Adventures Car Show here in Valdosta or the 
13th Annual Shade Tree Car Show in Sumner.  Expect 
both of these to be excellent events.  Our 3rd Thursday 
cruise takes place on the 21st. Saturday the 23rd brings the 
AFBM Cars and Coffee in Lake Park and The Vette Set 
Open Car and Truck Show in Gainesville, FL.  As always, 
keep an eye on Facebook and your e-mail for the most up 
to date information on local shows and events.  

Planning for the 34th Annual Fall Classic is well under-
way and several sponsors have jumped on board.  We 
are extremely excited about this year’s show and expect it 
to be one of the best shows in recent history.  We ask that 
if you haven’t already volunteered for a committee, please 
reach out to see how you can help to make this year’s 
event a success.  

Thank you to everyone for the support so far this 
year.  We are moving quickly towards 2018 and continu-
ing to grow our brand and presence.  Let’s maintain the 
momentum into the holiday season! 

Happy Cruising! 

August 1, 2017 

Meeting:  club President Geoff Hardy opened the August 

meeting at Austin’s Cattle Company at 6:45 pm.  The 

Opening Prayer was led by Paul Worth, with the Pledge of 

Allegiance recited by all present.  There were 29 members 

and 1 guest in attendance. 

Minutes:  the June minutes were read by club Secretary Bob 

Raffaele and were accepted as read by those present. 

Treasurer’s Report:  club Treasurer Donna Roberson pre-

sented both the June and July reports and they were ac-

cepted as read. 

 Geoff introduced newest member, John Maylock, owner 

of several Mustangs; ’66 fastback, ’67 coupe & ’94 con-

vertible. 

Old Business:  we had several members bring home trophies 

from the recent Suwanee Rockin’ Rods show.  We had 

good club participation at the O’Steen VW/BARC event. 

New Business: 

 Geoff announced that Adam’s Polishes, as one of our Fall 

Show sponsors will be donating $600 worth of merchan-

dise.  Tentatively, Steeda, Wild Adventures and Austin’s  

also have committed to sponsorships. 

 Plans are still being finalized for the Wild Adventure Car 

Show. 

 The August 26th Drive & Dine location will be the Pit Stop 

Restaurant in Tifton – details to follow. 

 Walt Prettyman, member of the Sheriff’s Youth Home 

Board of Directors invited anyone interested in attending 

any upcoming board meetings to contact him. 

Future Events: 

 8/5 – Biscuits/Bumpers, Bojangles, Inner Perim, 8 – 10 am 

 8/5 – Playloud 5, Jennings Park, Jennings, FL 

 8/12 – Warner Robbins AutoMania Show, 9am – 3 pm 

 8/12 – 2nd Sat Cruise-in, DQ, Inner Perim, 5 – 7 pm 

 8/12 – Local Car scene, Steak ‘n Shake, 7 – 9:30 pm 

 8/17 – 3rd Thurs Cruise-in. DQ, Inner Perim, 5 – 7 pm 

 8/19 – 3rd Sat @ Zaxby’s Waycross 

 8/19 – 21st Annual Car & Motorcycle Show, Shrine Park, 

Macon 

 8/26 – AFBM Cars & Coffee, 5261 Mill Stone Rd, 9 – 11 

am 

 8/26 – Impala Nation Savannah Summer Bash, Gateway 

Blvd, 11 am 

Meeting: adjourned at 7:15 pm 

 

Submitted by Bob Raffaele, club Secretary 

Minutes 

Club Name Tags and Embroidery 

 

 Name tags are available at Harmon's on West Hill 
Avenue. 

 Club logo embroidery is available at Arrow Screen-
printing on Gordon near Baytree  

tel:(229)%20387-8055


Boyd’s Ramblings 2017 

 - David Boyd 

Becky and I took our vacation trip this 

summer in July.  We had as one of our 

main destinations the Ark Encounter and 

the Creation Museum in northern Ken-

tucky near Cincinnati, Ohio.   

We also got to visit with Becky’s 

Brother Tim in central Kentucky while I 

participated in a Cowboy Action com-

petition called 

Black Gold 

near Man-

chester Ken-

tucky. 

Our first stop 

on our trip 

was in Chat-

tanooga, TN. 

That seemed 

like a long enough drive for one day. 

Last year, we had noticed billboards 

advertising the International Towing and 

Recovery Museum, so we decided to 

make this one of the attractions to take 

in along the way.  This small museum is 

located at about the bottom of Look 

out Mountain. It has quite a collection 

of restored towing and recovery vehi-

cles. The first such vehicle is reported 

to have been built in Chattanooga. We 

were the only guests at the museum on 

the Thursday morning, and had the 

place all to ourselves. The entry fee was 

$10 ($9 for seniors).  Here are some of 

the vehicles: 

A 1913 Cadillac with a 1918 Holmes 

680 wrecker bed.  The Holmes 680 

wrecker bed was the first patented. The 

Cadillac started out as a touring car 

before being converted to a wrecker.  

(It is actually a well-restored replica.) 

1926 Ford model TT with a Manley 

Crane. 

1952 Ford F-6 with a 460 Holmes  

1947 GMC “Bubblenose” 

1974 Ford with a Vulcan Cradle 

Snatcher. 

There were several others, and a col-

lection of tools and gas station fixtures.  

Included is a Hall of Fame, and in front 

of the parking lot is a memorial (Wall of 

the Fallen) dedicated to those who have 

lost their lives working in towing and 

recovery. 

This museum is well worth the hour or 

so it takes to go through it. Stop by on 

your next trip up I-75.  

Website: 

https://internationaltowingmuseum.org/ 

 

https://arkencounter.com/
https://creationmuseum.org/
http://www.ponderosa-pines.com/
https://internationaltowingmusum.org/


Look … But Please Don’t Touch 

        --- Richard Lasseter 

     We've all seen these little warning signs at every car show.  

Heck, we all probably have a few of them lying around ourselves, 

warning the unwashed masses not to get too close to our precious 

paint jobs. They're often part of car show "goody bags". But alas, 

they seem to have little positive effect, especially if the show is 

open to the general public  Most spectators don't generally bother 

to read such signs anyway.   

    However, just for hoots I ended up marking through the word 

"Don't" on one of my little signs and that seemed to startle some 

folks.  After all, a car owner who actually asks for someone to 

touch their car may appear to be a bit psychotic, eliciting strange 

comments.  "Is it electrified? asked one lady. "If it is, you might get 

sued!"   She was serious.     

    What inspired this little commentary in the first place was a 

short article that appeared in the August 2017 Buick Bugle by the 

new President of the Buick Club of America. His message coincides 

with what I personally decided years ago about these little "Please 

Don't Touch" signs.  As he rightfully observed, our cars are not 

thrones for worship, although at some car shows you may think 

otherwise. Furthermore, we should all realize that when the gen-

eral public is allowed free access to a car show, there's always the 

kid factor, and not all kids will be as behaved as we might wish, 

especially around a vehicle with running boards!  However, one 

must be careful not  to alienate those polite folks and kids who 

come just to admire the cars.      

    For sure you don't want some miscreant walking up and wallow-

ing against your car, so yes, there are lines to be drawn, but a light 

touch is harmless; and some folks just can't seem to help them-

selves.  It's as though a light touch makes the vehicle real to them. 

Whatever the reason, it ain't the end of the world.  Life's too short 

for all of that. After all, it takes the same amount of time to spritz 

away ten sets of fingerprints as it does one set. So keep your blood 

pressure down, enjoy the show and thank God that you're even 

there to enjoy it!  

     I've also realized that you're never too old to have a meaningful 

epiphany or two. Another one of those hit me quite by accident a 

few years ago at the conclusion of a small-town North Florida car 

show.  Glenn Jarvis and I drove down together on a brisk Decem-

ber morning. Apparently the chief judge from the Tallahassee area 

appreciated what a 1970 Buick GS Stage 1 was enough to award 

my GS "Best of Show".  I was both surprised and flattered.  Such 

was not the norm for my old warrior, restored back in the late 

1990's.  But I diverge ....  

     The show chairman then asked me to keep my GS in place after 

the show so that a few pictures could be taken for the local paper 

and a regional "Cruise-in" magazine.  So as I decided to mill around 

the various "Christmas on the Square" shops after the show (the 

Show itself was on downtown Main Street), I noticed from a short 

distance away that two young boys on their  bikes had pedaled up 

to my car and thankfully parked them a good 10-feet away.  I sat 

back and watched.  

     As they approached "Ol' Blue",  I remember one of them saying 

how the paint looked so deep and wet that they could swim in it. 

(Thanks to my Canadian friends)  Naturally, both of them  just had 

to touch it. They lightly brushed their fingers over the fenders, 

across the Glacier White roof pillars and down the rear quarters. 

They seemed to really study the car carefully.   

     Now this puzzled me. I  wondered what could possibly interest 

them about a car that was older than double their combined ages. I 

couldn't even imagine. So I decided to walk over and ask them if 

they'd like to sit behind the wheel, addressing the older boy first.  

Maybe he was 12 yrs. old  while the other boy might have been 

around 10 or 11. The older boy looked at me eyes wide open. 

"You'll actually let us sit in it?"  he exclaimed.  Affirmative.  So, one 

at a time, they sat behind the old factory  3-spoke "rally" steering 

wheel, barely able to see above the blue dash. Hardly any words 

were spoken beyond "Wow, that engine sure is clean" and "How 

old is this car?".  They seemed to be lost in their own thoughts as 

each one quietly sat behind the wheel.  After we engaged in a little 

small talk about them and their school and how things used to be, 

they pedaled away down the side streets by the old shops, glancing 

back a time or two while smiling and waving all the way.   

     It didn't really sink in at the time, but I soon realized that they 

would always remember that episode. I knew that they'd carry the 

story back to their school, relating it to their friends with youthful 

embellishments, of course.  This could've been a story where they 

were chased away by some curmudgeon with  "an old car"  who 

thought it was too special to touch, but  thankfully, it'll not be re-

membered that way.   

    After that day, the little "Don't Touch" signs were discarded for-

ever, and none of my cars have been worse the wear for it.  As a 

matter of fact, after I drove my GS the 60 miles back home that 

evening, with warm Christmas lights glowing in the cool December 

air, I enjoyed the fond memories of that day.  A little later that 

evening, as I lightly wiped down my GS with a damp towel, erasing 

all of the fingerprints, road dust and light smudges, I realized that it 

had been a day well spent.  The Show Award was still in the trunk, 

forgotten until a few days later.  Better memories had been made 

that day.    



September 2017 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

Don & Joan 

Laughlin 

Amy Burton 

2 

3 

 

4 5 

Chris & Carol 

Prine 

6 

Chris Dooley 

 

 

7 

Paul & Sue 

Worth 

8 

Danny Swilley 

Chris Prine 

9 

Terry & Amy  

Burton 

 

 

10 

Jackie Griffis 

11 12 13 14 15 

 

16 

 

17 18 

Geoff & 

Heather 

Hardy 

19 20 

Buddy &  

Analease 

Walker

  

21 22 23 

24 

James & Cheryl 

Kelty 

25 26 

Bob Raffaele 

Steve Ward 

27 

John & Michelle 

Maylock 

Dan Glenn 

28 29 

Rick Hastings 

30 

Doreen Barrett 

Saturday Sept. 2 - Biscuits and Bumpers, Bojangles Perimeter Rd 8 am – Valdosta 
Saturday Sept. 2 – 1st Annual Car, Truck, and Bike Show – Glynn Place Mall, Brunswick, GA 8 am – 3 pm  
Saturday Sept. 9 – 9th Annual Tifton HD Car & Bike Show – Rockabilly Edition RSVP: 229-387-8055  
Saturday Sept. 9 - SGCCC 2nd Saturday Cruise In @ DQ Perimeter Rd, 5 pm. - Valdosta  
Saturday Sept. 9 - Local Car Scene 2nd Saturday Cruise In @ Steak and Shake, 7 pm – Valdosta 
Saturday Sept. 16 – Wild Adventures Car Show 
Saturday Sept. 16 – 13th Annual Shade Tree Car Show, 8am, 702 Walnut St – Sumner 
Saturday Sept. 16 - 3rd Saturday @ Zaxby's - Waycross (hosted by Slum's Automotive) 
Thursday Sept. 21 - 3rd Thursday @ Dairy Queen Perimeter Rd – Valdosta 
Saturday Sept 23 - AFBM Cars and Coffee, 9 – 11 am – 5261 Mill Store Rd, Lake Park 
Saturday Sept. 23 – The Vette Set Open Car and Truck Show, 2600 N Main St, Gainesville FL 

tel:(229)%20387-8055


 

MIKE S. BENNETT, SR. 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

BENNETT LAW FIRM, LLP 

1108 N. Patterson Street 

Valdosta, Georgia 31601 

Telephone: 

(229) 242-6726 

FAX (229) 242-7989 

E-Mail: bennlaw@bellsouth.net 

Support Our Sponsors 

David & Becky Boyd—Towing Museum 



P.O. Box 403 - Valdosta, GA  31603-0403 

Monthly Club Meeting  

September 5, 2017 

Sat Breakfast Cruise: Sept 2 

Bojangles 

Cruise: Sept 9, 2017  

DQ 5:00pm until 7:30pm 

Thurs Cruise: Sept 21, 2017  

DQ 5:00pm until 7:30pm 

Drive & Dine Sept 23, 2017  

 

 

September is here! School is in full swing—we see increased 

traffic, especially around our schools.  We need to exercise a 

little patience, as we all figure out again how to maneuver 

around town, especially in the morning. Afternoon traffic has 

been consistently packed. Let’s watch out for all those school 

buses that are transporting our most precious carg0—the chil-

dren of our community. (Many of whom will be car enthusiasts 

when they grow up—see Richard Lassiter’s article about how to 

get these youngsters interested in our hobby.) 

 

Football season is upon us. Locally, the Winnersville Classic 

kicked off the High School foot ball season. This is always a big 

deal in the Valdosta community. (Lowndes snapped Valdosta’s 3-

year winning streak.) Here’s hoping for a successful season for 

all our local high school teams! 

 

College Football kicks in this month with many folks following 

their favorite teams. At the Division II level, the Valdosta State 

Blazers are ranked 11th in the nation in the preseason poll. 

Here’s hoping for a successful season for our local college’s 

team! 

 

Check out the Calendar page for activities we can participate 

in with our cars. The weather is cooling off, making some of 

these outdoor opportunities more enjoyable. We have had 

pretty god participation during the summer months, and antici-

pate even more participation during the fall.  

 

We are also gearing up for the Fall Classic Car and Truck 

Show. Be sure to come to the club meetings to get involved 

with our show. 

 

Thanks to Richard L:assiter for his article.  I put together an 

article about the summer trip Becky and I took this summer, 

with an emphasis on the International Towing and Reovery Mu-

seum in Chattanooga. Hope you enjoy it. 

 

Share some of your summer travel experiences with us by 

sending a short piece  with some 

pictures to   

email://editor@SGCCC.org,  

   

Happy Cruising!  

- David Boyd, editor 

Editor’s Comments 

 Design and Media Production at Wiregrass Georgia Technical College 

Cover Photo 

World’s Fastest Wrecker—International Tow-

ing & Recovery Museum—Chattanooga TN 

email://editor@SGCCC.org

