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About SGCCC 

The South Georgia 

Classic Car Club was 

founded in April, 1984 as 

a not-for-profit organiza-

tion dedicated to the res-

toration, preservation, 

and enjoyment of special 

interest automobiles. 

The Driver’s Seat is the 

official publication of the 

SGCCC. It is printed, 

published, and distrib-

uted during the last week 

of each month to all club 

members. All information 

contained herein is not 

necessarily the opinion or 

the position of club mem-

bers, its officers, and/or 

advertisers.  

To submit content for 

inclusion in the newslet-

ter, please e-mail the 

editor, editor@sgccc.org 

or mail to SGCCC News-

letter, 4017 N Oak St 

Ext, Valdosta, GA 31605. 

All other correspondence 

should be sent to, 

SGCCC, P.O. Box 403, 

Valdosta, GA 31603, or e

- m a i l  t o :  p r e s i -

dent@sgccc.org 

Your Officers 
President: 

  Geoff Hardy 

1st Vice President: 

  David Boyd 

2nd Vice President: 

  Walt Prettyman 

Secretary: 

  Bob Raffaele 

Treasurer: 

  Donna Roberson 

Chaplain: 

  Paul Worth 

Driver’s Seat Editor: 

  David Boyd 

Information Director: 

  Tracy Cosper  

Logan Birdsong 

Sunday, December 3rd found ten (10) 

SGCCC Members cars, led by Richard 

Lasseter, touring through the back 

roads to the Advent Christian Village at 

Dowling Park, Florida.  Weather was per-

fect for the outing as witnessed by con-

vertible tops being down and windows 

open for the cruise.  Members taking 

part in the cruise included Johnny & 

Wanda Swilley; Fred & Donna Roberson; 

Buzz & Pat Tait; Danny & Beth Waller; 

Dennis & Cheryl Smith; Richard & Linda 

Runnalls; Tim & Sandi Foster; Ed & An-

nette Woodruff; Bill Higgins and Logan 

Birdsong.  Upon arrival we stopped at 

the nursing home facility to allow the 

residents to come out and view our cars.  

They were excited to see us and the 

cars and did a lot of “oo-ing and aah-ing” 

around the vehicles.  One gentleman 

even brought out a couple of pictures of 

cars he once owned.  

Leaving the nursing home area we pro-

ceeded to cruise through the residential 

area, viewing the beautiful homes, con-

dos and apartments occupied by resi-

dents of ACV.  At the conclusion of this 

tour, we parked our vehicles and headed 

for the “Lop’n Gopher” Deli for some 

food and refreshments.  They have a de-

lightful menu reasonably priced. 

After eating, several members stayed 

for Christmas Carols and the lighting of 

the Christmas tree.  All were very im-

pressed with this event which included 

all attendee’s joining in the singing. 

Advent Christian Village is a ministry 

with a long history of caring for people.  

Founded in 1913, ACV began as an or-

phanage and home for retired Advent 

Christian ministers and their spouses.  

Throughout its history, it has consis-

tently reached out to meet people’s 

needs.  It is first and foremost a minis-

try.                    (Photos by Beth Waller)     

Sunday Cruise Through the Country 



President’s Report 

Geoff Hardy 

Happy New Year!  Welcome to 2018.  

As we move forward into the New Year, 

take a moment to think about all that was 

accomplished in 2017.  The club continued to grow, our 

events continued to grow including over 130 vehicles at the 

Fall Classic, and we raised over $1500 for the Georgia Sher-

iff’s Youth Home.  With this in mind, think about what we as 

a club can do in 2018! 

Our mission to is provide a well-rounded club consisting 

of many talented individuals with a variety of abilities and 

interests in vehicles from antiques to classics, hot rods to 

customs, and muscle cars to special interest vehicles.  Our 

main goal is to have good, clean fun with our hobby and util-

ize it to help our community.  With this in mind, are you 

getting what you want out of your membership?  If not, what 

can we, as a club, do to help improve your experience?  Are 

there other events you would like to see?  Are there certain 

shows you would like for us to attend?  Where would you 

like to go on a drive and dine?   

I issue a challenge to each and every member:  Attend at 

least 1 of the monthly cruise-ins each month and introduce 

yourself to a new person at each and every event you attend.  

Doing this will help grow and expand our club through in-

creased participation and friendships.  If you don’t know 

someone, take the initiative to meet them.  Maybe they are 

thinking about joining and you are the person who helps 

them finalize that decision.   

For 2018, the Super Cruise will be held on Saturday, April 

28th and the 35th Annual Fall Classic will be held Saturday, 

November 3rd.  Both of these events will take place at the 

Five Points Shopping Center in Valdosta, GA.   Sponsorship 

and vendor opportunities are available for each of these 

events.  As you make your way around town, please carry 

event flyers with you and give them to local businesses.  

Also, if you know a business that would be a good club spon-

sor, please give them a sponsor letter and get their contact 

information so that we may reach out to them.  You are the 

boots on the ground who help us to grow support for our 

club. 

Lastly, a special thank you to Napa Auto Parts, Austin’s 

Cattle Co., Dairy Queen, Bojangles, Smith Tire, CMC Tire, 

Wild Adventures, and Glossworkz Auto Spa for their ongo-

ing support of our club. 

Thank you for your support and happy cruising! 

Geoff Hardy, President 

SGCCC 

December 5, 2017 

Minutes:  Club President Geoff Hardy opened the December 

meeting at Austin’s Cattle Company at 6:45 pm.  The open-

ing Prayer was led by Paul Worth with the Pledge of Alle-

giance recited by all present..  There were 32 members in 

attendance. 

Minutes: The November minutes were read by club Secretary 

Bob Raffaele and were accepted as read by those present. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Club Treasurer Donna Roberson pre-

sented the November report and it was accepted as read. 

Old Business: Geoff reported the club received several positive 

feedback messages.  One was from Morningside Baptist 

Church thanking us for our participation. The others were 

favorable comments on  the recent annual Car Show. 

 We had six members participate in the Valdosta Christmas 

Parade on Sat 12/2 while another ten drove to the Advent 

Christian Village on 12/3 for a tour and dinner 

New Business:   With the Sheriff’s Youth Home as the major 

benefactor of the club’s fund-raising events, it is customary 

to present a check at their annual Christmas dinner. 

 A motion was made, seconded and passed authorizing a do-

nation of $1,500 to their Scholarship Fund.  Those wishing to 

attend the dinner should see Walt Prettyman tonight. 

 As the club’s By-Laws indicate, election of Officers is to be 

held at the December meeting. 

 As a past President, Logan Birdsong presented the 2018 

slate: President Geoff Hardy, 1st VP David Boyd, 2nd VP Walt 

Prettyman, Secretary Bob Raffaele and Treasurer Donna 

Roberson. 

 There were no further nominations and the officers were 

elected by acclamation of those present 

Reminder: annual dues are due. 

Future Events: 

 12/9 – Lake Park Christmas Parade, 2 pm 

 12/9 – Hahira Christmas Parade, 5 pm 

 12/9 – 2nd Sat cruise DQ, CANCELLED 

 12/21 – 3rd Thurs cruise-in, DQ, Inner Perimeter 5-7 pm 

 12/23 – AFBM cars/coffee Lake Park Outlet  9 – 11am 

 1/13 – NPD’s all Ford event, Silver Springs Fl 

 Please see SGCCC website for additional events 

Meeting:  adjourned at 7:25 pm 

Submitted by Bob Raffaele, club Secretary 

Minutes 



2017 Valdosta Christmas Parade  
Logan Birdsong 

The annual Valdosta City Christmas parade was held Saturday, December 2, 2017 in what turned out to be a per-

fect day, weather-wise, for a parade.  SGCCC Members lining up at 3:30PM in the Blanton-Griffin parking lot included: 

  Chris Dooley leading the parade in our SGCCC Police Cruiser 

 Logan Birdsong riding the Grand Marshal, Ashley Paulk 

 Danny Swilley riding Bill Slaughter, Lowndes County Commissioner Chairman 

 Johnny Swilley riding Vivian Miller-Cody, Valdosta City Commissioner 

 Rick Hastings 

 Dan Glen 

 Jim LaValley 

 Fred & Donna Roberson 

The parade kicked-off at 5:00PM going down Patterson Street to a large cheering section of spectators.  As usual, 

this parade was two (2) hours long and included both the Valdosta High Shool and Lowndes County High School 

Bands; numerous law enforcement and first responder vehicles; colorful floats of all descriptions and last, but not 

least, that jolly-ol’ man himself, Santa Claus. 

This parade is always the first Saturday in December so put it on your calendar for next year.  It’s always a fun thing 

to do and gives our club great exposure to the community-at-large.  

A Parading We Will Go ... 

Logan Birdsong 

Neither blustery winds nor cold of day would stop 

SGCCC Members from the holiday parades of the 

day.  The Spirit of Christmas was alive and well as 

members lined up for the following parades Satur-

day, December 9th: 

*LAKE PARK:  2:00PM - Chris Dooley driving our 

club police cruiser led the following members out:  

Jim & Cheryl Kelty; Danny Waller; Ann & George Pe-

terson; Johnny Swilley & Bill Higgins; Danny Swilley & 

children; Dennis Smith; Rick Hastings; Fred & Donna 

Roberson; Geoff Hardy and Logan Birdsong.  After 

the parade, many went to the Farmhouse Restaurant 

for lunch before departing for the Hahira parade.  

Our own Dan Bremer was the Parade Director kicking 

off the event. 

*HAHIRA:  6:00PM – Chris Dooley driving our club 

police cruiser led the following members out:  Van & 

Terri McDowell in their “Batmobile”; Tim & Sandi 

Foster; Danny Waller; Jim & Cheryl Kelty; Fred & 

Donna Roberson: Larry Kolb; Pat Tait (Chevy) & Buzz 

Tait (Cougar); Ed & Annette Woodruff and Logan 

Birdsong.  Geoff Hardy made it to the Hahira City 

Limits, with his truck, when he discovered a broken 

motor mount.   

Fans braved the cold day at both parades, cheering 

the cars on and grabbing candy thrown from the ve-

hicles.  Both parades had a number of colorful and 

creative floats adding to the festivities. 

Club Name Tags and Embroidery 

 

 Name tags are available at Harmon's on West Hill Avenue. 

 Club logo embroidery is available at Arrow Screen-printing on Gordon near Baytree  



Lake Park Christmas Parade 

Hahira Christmas Parade 



January 2018 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

Pat Tait 

2 3 

Harry DiMar-

tino 

4 5 

Glenn Marr 

6 

7 

 

8 9 

Tracy Cosper 

10 11 12 

Ruth Kolb 

13 

14 

Patti Everett 

15 

Danny Waller 

Tim Foster 

16 

Al Nix 

17 18 19 

Shirley Comanic 

20 

Logan Birdsong 

 

 

21 

Charlie Lee 

22 23 24 25 26 

Joanna Bridges 

27 

28 29 

Fred & Donna 

Roberson 

30 31    

Tuesday Jan 2 – Monthly Meeting 

Saturday Jan 6 - Biscuits and Bumpers, Bojangles Perimeter Rd 8 am – Valdosta 

Saturday Jan 13 - SGCCC 2nd Saturday Cruise In @ DQ Perimeter Rd, 5 pm. – Valdosta 

Saturday Jan 13 - Local Car Scene 2nd Saturday Cruise In @ Steak and Shake, 7 pm – Valdosta 

Thursday Jan 18 - 3rd Thursday @ Dairy Queen Perimeter Rd – Valdosta 

Saturday Jan 27 - AFBM Cars and Coffee, 9 – 11 am – 5261 Mill Store Rd, Lake Park 



 

MIKE S. BENNETT, SR. 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

BENNETT LAW FIRM, LLP 

1108 N. Patterson Street 

Valdosta, Georgia 31601 

Telephone: 

(229) 242-6726 

FAX (229) 242-7989 

E-Mail: bennlaw@bellsouth.net 

Support Our Sponsors 

 Napa Auto Parts www.napaonline.com 

 Sam’s BBQ (229) 247-0769 

 Glossworks Automotive 

 Lucas Oil www.lucasoil.com 

 Adams Polishes www.adamspolishes.com 

 B. Hudgins Photography Facebook Link  

 Wild Adventures www.wildadventures.com 

 Hagerty www.hagerty.com 

 Stoner Car Care – Invisible 

Glass www.stonercarcare.com 

 Fit Mix www.fitmix.us 

 Martin Motors www.martinmotorsonline.com 

 Red Owl Coffee www.redowlcoffee.com 

 Jasper Engines www.jasperengines.com 

 Prolong Super Lubricants www.prolong.com 

https://www.napaonline.com/
https://lucasoil.com/
http://www.adamspolishes.com/
https://www.facebook.com/50shadesoflayd/
http://www.wildadventures.com/
http://www.hagerty.com/
http://www.stonercarcare.com/
http://fitmix.us/
http://www.martinmotorsonline.com/
https://redowlcoffee.com/
http://www.jasperengines.com/
http://www.prolong.com/


P.O. Box 403 - Valdosta, GA  31603-0403 

Monthly Club Meeting  

January 3, 2018 

Cruise: January 13, 2018  

DQ 4:00pm until 7:30pm 

Thurs Cruise: Jan 18, 2018  

DQ 5:00pm until 7:30pm 

January 27, 2018 

 

 

Happy New Year! I trust everyone has had a won-

derful Christmas Season, and has enjoyed the Holiday 

festivities.  Many have been able to visit with friends 

and relatives, and there have been many parties and 

parades to attend. 

 

Geoff Hardy ahs reminded us of many of the great 

events out club participated in in 2017. As you review 

the last year, I encourage you to remember the good 

times you have enjoyed, not only with the car club, 

but with family and friends. Often we get so busy with 

the hustle and bustle of our everyday lives, that we 

tend to forget the great experiences we have had. 
Somehow, make a record of these great times, so you 

can look back and remember them.  A good example 

is the gentleman at the Advent Christian Village Nurs-

ing Home who brought out a photograph of a couple 

of cars he had owned. This brought back a great 

memory for him.  

Thanks to  Logan Birdsong for providing reports 

about the cruise to the Advent Christian Village in 

Dowling Park, and the Christmas parades in Valdosta, 

Lake Park and Hahira.  These are included in this edi-

tion of the Driver’s Seat. 

 

Share some of your experiences this new year with 

us by sending a short piece  with some pictures to   

email://editor@SGCCC.org,  

 

Hope everyone has a great Happy New Year!   

 

Happy Cruising!  

- David Boyd, editor 

Editor’s Comments 

 Design and Media Production at Wiregrass Georgia Technical College 

Cover Photo 

Valdosta Christmas Parade Grand Marshall,  

Ashley Paulk, given a ride by Loagna Birdsong 

email://editor@SGCCC.org

