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About SGCCC 

The South Georgia 

Classic Car Club was 

founded in April, 1984 as 

a not-for-profit organiza-

tion dedicated to the res-

toration, preservation, 

and enjoyment of special 

interest automobiles. 

The Driver’s Seat is the 

official publication of the 

SGCCC. It is printed, 

published, and distrib-

uted during the last week 

of each month to all club 

members. All information 

contained herein is not 

necessarily the opinion or 

the position of club mem-

bers, its officers, and/or 

advertisers.  

To submit content for 

inclusion in the newslet-

ter, please e-mail the 

editor, editor@sgccc.org 

or mail to SGCCC News-

letter, 4017 N Oak St 

Ext, Valdosta, GA 31605. 

All other correspondence 

should be sent to, 

SGCCC, P.O. Box 403, 

Valdosta, GA 31603, or e

- m a i l  t o :  p r e s i -

dent@sgccc.org 

Your Officers 
President: 

  Geoff Hardy 

1st Vice President: 

  David Boyd 

2nd Vice President: 

  Walt Prettyman 

Secretary: 

  Bob Raffaele 

Treasurer: 

  Donna Roberson 

Chaplain: 

  Paul Worth 

Driver’s Seat Editor: 

  David Boyd 

Information Director: 

  Tracy Cosper  

Bell Performance Inc. — 12-2017 

HERE'S WHAT WE KNOW SO FAR 

 We're now more than ten years out from the nation-

wide switchover from non-ethanol gasoline to ethanol-

blend gasoline fuels. So we’ve had a decade to see what 

ethanol does and what it doesn’t. At first, there were 

serious concerns all the across the spectrum. Some of 

these fears that the industry had about ethanol have not 

come to pass, but many have not, or have not been as 

serious as first anticipated. 

Now that the smoke of the past decade has cleared, 

here's the best current knowledge about ethanol gasoline 

— the good, the bad and the ugly. 

1. ETHANOL lS ADDED TO GASOLINE TO 

MAKE IT MORE ENVIRONMENTALLY 

FRIENDLY AND TO RAISE OCTANE 

The primary reason ethanol is added to gasoline [is] to 

reduce the pollutants that gasoline produces when it's 

burned in an engine. Ever since the Clean Air Act was 

passed several decades ago, Federal law has mandated 

that certain things called oxygenates be added to gasoline 

to help urban air pollution. An oxygenate is something 

that adds more oxygen to the gasoline so that the gaso-

line makes fewer pollutants when it is used. And as you'll 

see below, ethanol is also added to gasoline because it 

fills an additional role of adding to the gasoline's octane 

value. This helps the gasoline burn correctly, with mini-

mal problems, in today's engines.  

2. EVERYONE BLAMES THE EPA FOR ETHA-

NOL, BUT IT’S NOT REALLY THEIR FAULT  

The EPA gets a lot of blame from the general public for 

whatever they dislike about ethanol. But truth be told, 

it's not really the EPA's fault. They just do what Congress 

tells them. And in this case, it is Congress that passed the 

rules requiring ethanol to be in our gasoline. 

There are four pieces of legislation that were the biggest 

influencers in the rise of ethanol. President Carter, dur-

ing his push to reduce the country's dependence on oil 

imports, spearheaded the 1980 Synthetic Fuels Act 

— one of the initial efforts to get people to think differ-

ently about the fuels they use. Unfortunately, its momen-

tum was thwarted when the price of oil plummeted in 

the 1980s, and alternative fuels kind of dropped off the 

radar—gasoline and diesel were too cheap for people to 

seriously consider using other things. 

Three other pieces of legislation followed that brought us 

to our current place. The 1988 Alternative Fuels Act 

required government agencies to purchase vehicles that 

run on alternative fuels while providing financial incen-

tives for auto makers to develop more kinds of vehicles 

to run on these fuels. This was a big step of faith at the 

time because ethanol and biodiesel really weren't yet 

widespread in availability. 

The 1990 Clean Air Act gave the EPA authority to 

push for mandates (like requiring use of alternative fuels) 

in order to make air quality better. One of the actions 

the Clean Air Act triggered was creating a demand for 

"boutique" gasolines that have special ingredients added 

to them in order to make them better for the environ-

ment. See where we’re going with this? 

A couple of years later, the 1992 Energy Policy Act 

defined a long-term goal that by 2010, alternative fuels 

made from non-petroleum sources would have pene-

trated 30% of the fuels market. This set the table for the 

2005 Energy Policy Act and the Renewable Fuels 

Standard, or RFS. The RFS is the legislation that defines 

how much renewable fuel the country would have to use 

in a given year. This means the ethanol requirement 

comes from the requirements of the Renewable Fuels 

Standard which comes from Congress. The EPA didn't 

create it, but they have the task of helping to implement 

it. 

3. ETHANOL DIDN'T JUST SHOW UP IN THE 

1990s. AND IT WASN'T THE FIRST THING 

THEY TRIED. 

If you didn't know your history, you might be under the 

false impression that we only started using ethanol in, 

say, the 1990s or 2000s. In truth, ethanol as a vehicle fuel 

has been around for almost as long as there have been 

cars. The old Model T from Ford was built to run on 

either gasoline or ethanol. You could consider that (and 

its similar contemporaries) to be the first "flex fuel" vehi-

cles. 

The laws mentioned earlier require the addition of oxy-

genates to gasoline to make it cleaner-burning. But etha-

nol wasn't the first one they tried. If you're over the age 

of 45-50, you may remember the MTBE that was in wide-

spread use in gasoline in the 1990s. MTBE was the first 

oxygenate adopted on a large scale. It reduced gasoline 

emissions and it raised gasoline octane value. At its peak 

in 1999, 200,000 barrels (8.4 million gallons) per day of 

MTBE were being produced, all being added to gasoline 

at a 10% treat ratio. Unfortunately, scientists began to 

find evidence that MTBE easily contaminated ground 

water. This led to its widespread withdrawal from the 

market. The search for an oxygenate replacement led the 

industry to the choice of ethanol to displace MTBE. 

(to be continued next month) 

A Decade of Ethanol In Our Gas  



President’s Report 

Geoff Hardy 

Moving into February, we are one 

month closer to our Super Cruise-In.  

This event draws over 100 vehicles and 

takes the hard work of many individuals to put on.  An all

-call has been put out for SGCCC members to sign up 

and help with the different committees.  If you haven’t 

yet volunteered to help in some capacity, I strongly urge 

you to sign up as soon as possible so that we can be as 

well prepared as possible and have yet another highly 

successful event.  Committees that need volunteers in-

clude: Registration, Hospitality, Parking, Judging (Fall Clas-

sic), Sponsorship, Marketing/Promotions, and Vendor 

Management. 

Remember, the Super Cruise will be held on Saturday, 

April 28th and the Fall Classic will be held Saturday, No-

vember 3rd.  Both of these events will take place at the 

Five Points Shopping Center in Valdosta, GA.   Sponsor-

ship and vendor opportunities are available for each of 

these events.  As you make your way around town, 

please carry event flyers with you and give them to local 

businesses.  Also, if you know a business that would be a 

good club sponsor, please give them a sponsor letter and 

get their contact information so that we may reach out 

to them.  You are the boots on the ground who help us 

to grow support for our club. 

Last month, I issued a challenge to each and every 

member: Attend at least 1 of the monthly cruise-ins each 

month and introduce yourself to a new person at each 

and every event you attend.  Once again, I am going to 

issue this challenge.  Doing this will help grow and ex-

pand our club through increased participation and friend-

ships.  If you don’t know someone, take the initiative to 

meet them.  Maybe they are thinking about joining and 

you are the person who helps them finalize that decision.   

Lastly, a friendly reminder to pay your club dues.  We 
are working hard to get the membership directory out as 
early as possible this year.  The cutoff to be included in 
the 2018 membership directory is 3/6/18 at our monthly 
meeting.  Yearly dues are $30 per family.   

 To pay your dues by mail, simply send a check payable 
to SGCCC to: 

South Georgia Classic Car Club 

PO Box 403 

Valdosta, GA 31603 

You may also pay your dues in person at one of our 
upcoming SGCCC events 

Thank you for your support and happy cruising! 

January 2, 2018 

 

Minutes:  Club President Geoff Hardy opened the Janu-

ary meeting at Austin’s Cattle Company at 6:45 pm.  

The opening prayer was led by David Boyd with the 

Pledge of Allegiance recited by all present.  There 

were 19 members present. 

Minutes:  The December minutes were read by club 

Secretary Bob Raffaele and were accepted as read by 

those present. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Club Treasurer Donna Roberson 

presented the December report and it was accepted 
as read. 

Old Business:  none 

New Business: With the Annual Spring Cruise-In sched-

uled for April 28th, Geoff asked for volunteers to chair 

both the event itself and the individual committees – 

registration/hospitality, parking, sponsorship, vendor 

management, and awards/judging. 

 In recent years member renewals were processed 

through the end of April meaning the membership 

directory was not available until May – almost half way 

into the year. In order to clarify things, a motion was 

made, seconded and passed “that member dues not 

paid by the March 6th meeting would result in exclu-

sion from the directory and loss of Driver’s Seat mail-

ings.” 

 Tim and Sandi Foster suggested that a future Drive 

and Dine be replaced with a club picnic-type of event.  

They felt this type of function would be conducive to 

having both old and new members get better ac-

quainted. 

Future Events: 

 2/3 – Biscuits/Bumpers, Bojangles, Perim Rd, 8 am 

 2/6 – SGCCC monthly meeting 

 2/10 – SGCCC 2nd Sat cruise-in, DQ, Perim Rd, 5 pm 

 2/10 – Local Car Scene, 2nd Sat cruise-in, Steak/Shake, 

7 pm 

 2/15 – SGCCC, 3rd Thurs cruise-in, DQ, Perim Rd,  

 2/17 – Old Dixie Car Show, Ochlocknee, GA 

 2/24 – AFBM Cars & Coffee, Mill Stone Rd, Lake Park, 

9 -11 am 
Please see SGCCC website for additional events 

50/50 won by Tim Foster 

Meeting:  adjourned at7:35 pm 

Submitted by club Secretary, Bob Raffaele 

 

Minutes 



3rd Saturday Waycross Cruise-in 
-Pat Tait January 20, 2018—At least 56 cars registered . 





February 2018 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 Mon TueSun Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

John Maylock 

2 3 

4 

 

5 

Sue Worth 

Kathy Hardy 

6 7 8 9 

Jerry Alexander 

10 

11 12 13 14 15 

Van & Terri 

McDowell 

16 17 

Andrea LaValley 

Albert Slone 

 

 

18 

Chris Bremer 

19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 

Jimmy Street 

27 

Van McDowell 

Terry Burton 

28    

Saturday Feb 3 - Biscuits and Bumpers, Bojangles Perimeter Rd 8 am – Valdosta 

Saturday Feb 3 – K9 for Kayston Benefit Show, Live Oak Ranch, Jesup, GA 9 am 

Tuesday Feb 6 – Monthly Meeting at Austin’s—eat at 6:00pm; the meeting begins at 6:45pm 

Saturday Feb 10 – SGCCC 2nd Saturday Cruise In @ DQ Perimeter Rd, 5 pm. – Valdosta 

Saturday Feb 10 – Local Car Scene 2nd Saturday Cruise In @ Steak and Shake, 7 pm – Valdosta 

Thursday Feb 15 – 3rd Thursday @ Dairy Queen Perimeter Rd – Valdosta 

Saturday Feb 17 – Ochlocknee Old Dixie Hwy Car Show 

Saturday Feb 17 - 3rd Saturday Slums Automotive Cruise in @ Zaxby’s Waycross 6 PM 

Saturday Feb 24 - SGCCC Picnic (TBD) 

Saturday Feb 24 - AFBM Cars and Coffee, 9 – 11 am – 5261 Mill Store Rd, Lake Park 

 

Tuesday March 6—Dues payment must be made by this date in order to be listed in the directory and to 

get Driver’s Seat by mail 



 

MIKE S. BENNETT, SR. 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

BENNETT LAW FIRM, LLP 

1108 N. Patterson Street 

Valdosta, Georgia 31601 

Telephone: 

(229) 242-6726 

FAX (229) 242-7989 

E-Mail: bennlaw@bellsouth.net 

Support Our Sponsors 

 Napa Auto Parts www.napaonline.com 

 Sam’s BBQ (229) 247-0769 

 Glossworks Automotive 

 Lucas Oil www.lucasoil.com 

 Adams Polishes www.adamspolishes.com 

 B. Hudgins Photography Facebook Link  

 Wild Adventures www.wildadventures.com 

 Hagerty www.hagerty.com 

 Stoner Car Care – Invisible Glass  

www.stonercarcare.com 

 Fit Mix www.fitmix.us 

 Martin Motors www.martinmotorsonline.com 

 Red Owl Coffee www.redowlcoffee.com 

 Jasper Engines www.jasperengines.com 

 Prolong Super Lubricants www.prolong.com 

Club Name Tags and Embroidery 

 

 Name tags are available at Harmon's on West Hill Avenue. 

 Club logo embroidery is available at Arrow Screen-printing on Gordon near Baytree  

https://www.napaonline.com/
https://lucasoil.com/
http://www.adamspolishes.com/
https://www.facebook.com/50shadesoflayd/
http://www.wildadventures.com/
http://www.hagerty.com/
http://www.stonercarcare.com/
http://fitmix.us/
http://www.martinmotorsonline.com/
https://redowlcoffee.com/
http://www.jasperengines.com/
http://www.prolong.com/


P.O. Box 403 - Valdosta, GA  31603-0403 

Monthly Club Meeting  

February 6, 2018 

Cruise: February 10, 2018  

DQ 4:00pm until 7:30pm 

Thursday Cruise: Feb 15, 2018  

DQ 5:00pm until 7:30pm 

Club Picnic: February 24, 2018 

 

 

A lot goes on during February—February is the 

shortest month in the year—28 days this year– but a 

lot of things happen during this month:  Super Bowl 

Sunday, Valentine’s Day, Presidents Day (we used to 

celebrate Abraham Lincoln’s birthday on the 12th and 

George Washington’s birthday on the 22nd, but now 

we celebrate all US Presidents on the third Monday in 

February—the 19th this year), and the winding down 

of college basketball as we head into March Madness. 

The High School and College baseball and softball 

seasons begin in February, too. 

 

There are several car club related events during 
February—the usual monthly meeting and cruise-ins, 

but on Saturday, the 24th, we will have a members-

only club picnic. The time and location for this even 

are yet to be determined. 

On short notice, a few members attended the 3rd 

Saturday Cruise-in at Zaxby’s in Waycross. Pat Tait 

shared the photos that are in this edition of the 

Driver’s Seat. This looks to be another fun gathering to 

be held each month.  Let’s support that club as well 

as our own. 

 

Geoff Hardy sent in an article from Bell Perform-

ance on Ethanol.  The first part is in this edition, and 

it will probably continue over the next couple of 

months. 

Share some of your experiences this new year with 

us by sending a short piece  with some pictures to   

email://editor@SGCCC.org,  

 
Be Sure to PAY YOU 

DUES by March 6, 2018! 

 

Happy Cruising!  

- David Boyd, editor 

Editor’s Comments 

 Design and Media Production at Wiregrass Georgia Technical College 

Cover Photo 

3rd Saturday Slums Automotive Cruise at Zaxby’s in  

Waycross  - January 20, 2018 

email://editor@SGCCC.org

