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About SGCCC 

The South Georgia 

Classic Car Club was 

founded in April, 1984 as 

a not-for-profit organiza-

tion dedicated to the res-

toration, preservation, 

and enjoyment of special 

interest automobiles. 

The Driver’s Seat is the 

official publication of the 

SGCCC. It is printed, 

published, and distrib-

uted during the last week 

of each month to all club 

members. All information 

contained herein is not 

necessarily the opinion or 

the position of club mem-

bers, its officers, and/or 

advertisers.  

To submit content for 

inclusion in the newslet-

ter, please e-mail the 

editor, editor@sgccc.org 

or mail to SGCCC News-

letter, 4017 N Oak St 

Ext, Valdosta, GA 31605. 

All other correspondence 

should be sent to, 

SGCCC, P.O. Box 403, 

Valdosta, GA 31603, or e

-mail to:  

president@sgccc.org 

Your Officers 
President: 

  Geoff Hardy 

1st Vice President: 

  David Boyd 

2nd Vice President: 

  Walt Prettyman 

Secretary: 

  Bob Raffaele 

Treasurer: 

  Donna Roberson 

Chaplain: 

  Paul Worth 

Driver’s Seat Editor: 

  David Boyd 

Information Director: 

  Tracy Cosper  
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HERE'S WHAT WE KNOW SO FAR 

 We're now more than ten years out from the nation-

wide switchover from non-ethanol gasoline to ethanol-

blend gasoline fuels. So we’ve had a decade to see what 

ethanol does and what it doesn’t. At first, there were 

serious concerns all the across the spectrum. .... 

Now that the smoke of the past decade has cleared, 

here's the best current knowledge about ethanol gasoline 

— the good, the bad and the ugly. 

4, IT’S HARD [to] FIND NON-ETHANOL 

GASOLINE (BUT EASIER THAN IT WAS A 

FEW YEARS AGO) 

As consumers became dissatisfied with their experiences 

with ethanol-blended gasoline, they began to look for 

alternatives. This typically meant trying to find non-

ethanol gasoline. What they found was that, as we got 

further and further on from 2006 and 2007, the number 

of places to get non-ethanol gasoline got smaller and 

smaller. By 2010, the number of these stations in North 

America was less than 5,000. In some states, you may 

have had to travel several hundred miles to find a gas 

station that has any of their fuel pumps selling non-

ethanol gasoline. 

Today, the trend of decreasing availability for non-

ethanol gasoline has seen somewhat of a reversal. As 

people found it difficult to find ethanol-free gasoline, they 

let it be known that they would be willing to pay more to 

get it. The market responded to this, and many large 

retailers like Wawa began offering E0 (ethanol-free gas or 

"pure gas") at their stations for a substantial markup, 

often in excess of 40 cents per gallon more. As of the 

end of 2017, there are around 12,500 outlets across 

North America that offer ethanol-free gasoline in at least 

one of their grades. That may seem like a lot, but con-

sider that there are more than 180,000 retail gasoline 

outlets in North America. Thus, the chances of any one 

place you come across selling E0 gasoline is going to be 

less than 10%. But it's more than it used to be. 

5.  THE FEARS ABOUT E15 INFILTRATING 

THE NATION HAVE BEEN LARGELY UN-

FOUNDED 

After E10 became entrenched across the country, the 

next logical step to anticipate was a possible jump to 15% 

ethanol or E15 fuel. This pleased the Corn Lobby and 

advocates for renewable fuels, both of whom have prof-

ited from the renewable fuels trend. But ten years on, 

this anticipated move hasn't come to pass to the extent 

initially feared. 

Why is that? The biggest reasons have been pushback 

from consumers and certain types of businesses, along 

with inherent (but unexpected) limitations that came out 

of the Renewable Fuels Standard legislation itself. Let's 

explain. 

A lot of people have been very vocal about not liking 10% 

ethanol in their gasoline. They didn't like what they think 

it did (more on that later). They also viewed it as an ob-

trusive government action interfering in their lives. 

At the same time, industry groups like small equipment 

manufacturers (i.e. Briggs & Stratton) and the Engine 

Manufacturers Association voiced real and loud concerns 

about the potential effects that E15 would have on small 

equipment. Both of these groups have played a role in 

slowing the anticipated spread of 15% ethanol across the 

country. As of March 2017, E15 was only available in 28 

states across the country. 

There's also yet another significant factor at play, and it 

has to do with the RFS legislation itself. The Renewable 

Fuels Standard that we mentioned earlier defines, by law, 

that in a given upcoming year, the nation must use at 

least x amount of renewable fuels - ethanol and biodiesel, 

by and large. ln 2016, the RFS requirement was 18.11 

billion gallons. That went up to 19.28 billion gallons in 

2017 and is scheduled to level off at 19.24 billion for 

2018. 

Now consider that the amount of ethanol that the coun-

try uses is determined by two factor — the amount of 

ethanol in the gasoline (i.e. 10% or 85%) and the amount 

of gasoline used by the country. Obviously, if the amount 

of ethanol in the majority of gas across the country went 

up from 10% to 15%, that would cause a big jump in the 

total amount of renewable fuels used. In turn, that has to 

be balanced by the other side of the equation — the total 

amount of gas used by drivers. And this is determined by 

the number of vehicles out there and how much mileage 

they get. 

As expected, the number of cars on the road increases 

regularly with each passing year. But what was not ex-

pected is that cars and trucks are more efficient today 

than ever before. Blame the government's CAFE stan-

dards that force automakers to make more efficient vehi-

cles. These standards have had the unanticipated conse-

quence of drivers simply using less fuel than expected, 

because their cars get better gas mileage. 

So Congress is having to balance possibly raising the na-

tion ethanol average from 10% to 15% with the need to 

stay within the requirements of the Renewable Fuels 

Standard. That's a big reason why E15 hasn't become as  

(continued on page 4) 
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President’s Report 

Geoff Hardy 

As March rolls in, we are starting to see 

warmer weather, which means it’s time to dust 

off the hot rods and get out to some local 

events.  This month, there are a number of opportunities for 

you to get out and about including Wild Adventures Cars and 

Coasters on Sunday, March 18th.  After their initial event last 

year, Wild Adventures solicited feedback from attendees and 

they listened.  This time around, they have made a few changes 

in hopes to make the overall experience more enjoyable for 

everyone.   The entry fee is still only $20 and includes park 

admission for 4 per vehicle and a 30% food/drink discount 

within the park.  Additional tickets for friend and family are 

available at 50% off the daily rate.  Additional improvements 

include first come, first served parking, a 50/50 raffle, car 

owner lounge, live DJ, free hourly drawings, and an improved 

entry road.  Please see the flyer included in this issue to pre-

register by March 12th. 

Also, don’t forget about the Azalea Festival Car Show in Sun-

day, March 11th right here in Valdosta. The show starts at 10 

am and the festival attracts people from all over south Georgia 

and north Florida.  It’s free and you don’t want to miss out. 

Last month, several SGCCC members attended the Slums 

Automotive Cruise In at Zaxby’s in Waycross.  This is a 

monthly cruise every 3rd Saturday and it attracts 75-80 vehicles 

each month.  There were several things that we took as notes 

from their event you may just start seeing at our 2nd Saturday 

cruises.  So make plans to attend, because you don’t want to 

miss out.    

Lastly, a friendly reminder to pay your club dues.  We are 

working hard to get the membership directory out as early as 

possible this year.  The cutoff to be included in the 2018 mem-

bership directory is 3/6/18 at our monthly meeting.  Yearly 

dues are $30 per family.   

 To pay your dues by mail, simply send a check payable to 

SGCCC to: 

South Georgia Classic Car Club 
PO Box 403 

Valdosta, GA 31603 

You may also pay your dues in person at one of our upcoming 

SGCCC events. 

Thank you for your support and happy cruising! 

 

February 6, 2018 

Meeting:  Club President Geoff Hardy opened the 

February meeting at Austin’s Cattle Company at 

6:50 pm.  The opening prayer was led by Paul 

Worth and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by 

all present.  There were 41 members in atten-

dance. 

Treasurer’s Report:  In the absence of club Treas-

urer Donna Roberson, Dana Swilley presented the 

January report and it was accepted as read.    

Minutes:  The January minutes were read by club 

Secretary Bob Raffaele.  Johnny Swilley offered a 

correction/addition to the minutes “1/8 page ads 

in the Driver’s Seat will be available for $100 per 

year.”  The minutes were then approved by those 

present. 

Old Business:  The club picnic will be held 2/24 at 

Grassy Pond.  There are sign-up sheets to indicate 

the side dishes/desserts members will be bringing. 

New Business:  The spring cookout/fun ride at the 

Sheriff’s Youth Ranch will be scheduled once we 

know their availability. 

Future Events: 

 2/10 – SGCCC 2nd Sat cruise, DQ, Inner Perime-

ter, 5pm 

 2/10 – Local car scene, Steak/Shake, Valdosta, 7 

pm 

 2/15 – 3rd Thurs cruise, DQ, Inner Perimeter, 5 

pm 

 2/17 – Ochlocknee Old Dixie Car Show 

 2/17 – 3rd Sat cruise, Slum’s Auto, Zaxby Way-

cross 6 pm 

 2/24 – SGCCC picnic Grassy Pond, 2 pm 

 2/24 – AFBM cars/coffee, Mill Store Rd, Lk Park, 9 

-11 am 

 

50/50 was won by Jerry Ellis and donated back 

Meeting:  Adjourned at 7:20 pm 

Submitted by Bob Raffaele, club Secretary 

Minutes 



3rd Thurs Cruise-in  

widespread as people first feared —there’s been no requirement for it 

to be used. 

6. ETHANOL HAS ITS BENEFITS 

Lower Emissions 

To be sure, ethanol imparts some advantageous qualities when blended 

into gasoline. First and foremost are reduced emissions. These may not 

be so important to the average consumer (unless they are concerned 

about going green), but this is the advantage the EPA likes when it con-

siders its own mandate to protect the environment. 

Ethanol blended into gasoline at a 10% to 85% ratio results in a fuel that 

produces lower levels of harmful urban air pollutants than pure gaso-

line. This brings positive effects on smog and pollution levels in urban 

areas that may have traditionally struggled with this problem. These 

benefits are on the order of a 30% lower levels of greenhouse gas and 

harmful exhaust emissions produced. The higher the ethanol percent-

age, the greater the reduction. 

Higher Octane 

Oxygenates like ethanol and MTBE already were in use as octane im-

provers before the 1992 Clean Air Act (after the time when they 

phased out tetra-ethyl lead). Pure ethanol has an octane rating of 113, 

while E10 blends have the octane rating listed at the pump, which is 

usually the same as regular or premium gasoline. Unfortunately for the 

consumer, it is likely because, despite the ethanol additive having a high 

octane rating, the fuel blender uses a lower octane base gasoline in 

order to end up with the same octane rating in the E10 blend as they 

had before. So the consumer doesn't really get an added octane benefit 

in an E10, despite the ethanol fraction having a higher octane rating. 

 

(to be continued next month) 

A Decade of Ethanol In Our Gas (cont’d) 

Fla Forest Festival 
Thank you for your members supporting 

our 62nd Annual Forest Festival Car Show! 

My husband … said he would send you the 

Special Top Awards of the show.  There 

were three such awards and two of your 

members won those! 

 Mr. Richard Runnalls 

Jennings, FL 

1932 2-dr. Sedan 

“Best Paint Design” 

 Mr. Richard Lasseter 

Valdosta, GA 

2006 Ford GT 40 

“Best of Show” 

Thank you again, 

Jan Ellington 

Florida Forest Festival 

PO Box 1062 

Perry Florida  32347 

-David Boyd 

My grandson Zakary had fun posing with the cars at the 

3rd Thursday Cruise-in at DQ.  Pictures taken by my 

daughter, Judy Bennett 





March 2018 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 Mon TueSun Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

 

2 3 

4 

Ed Woodruff 

 

 

5 6 7 8 

Chanita Irvin 

9 10 

11 12 13 14 

Lynn Nelson 

15 16 17 

18 

Bob Radabaugh 

19 20 

George & Ann 

Peterson 

21 22 23 24 

25 

Maria Birdsong 

Jeff Cutchens 

26 27 

Steve & Debra 

Ward 

William Higgins 

28 29 

Sharon Rykard 

30 

Richard Runnalls 

31 

Saturday Mar 3 - Biscuits and Bumpers, Bojangles Perimeter Rd 8 am – Valdosta 
Saturday Mar 3 – Chili Cook Off and Car Show, American Legion Post 57, Lake City, FL 11am 
Saturday Mar 3 – 6th Annual Krusin 4 Kids Car Show, Dinsmore Baptist Church, Jacksonville 9 am 
Tuesday Mar 6 – Monthly Meeting 
Saturday Mar 10 - AFBM Spring Car Show, Lake Park 9 am – 3 pm 
Saturday Mar 10 – 36th Annual Gainesville Street Rods Show, 10 am – 1 pm, Gainesville, FL 
Saturday Mar 10 – SGCCC 2nd Saturday Cruise In @ DQ Perimeter Rd, 5 pm. – Valdosta 
Saturday Mar 10 – Local Car Scene 2nd Saturday Cruise In @ Steak and Shake, 7 pm – Valdosta 
Thursday Mar 15 – 3rd Thursday @ Dairy Queen Perimeter Rd – Valdosta 
Fri-Sum Mar 16-18 – Caffeine & Octane at the Beach, Jekyll Island   www.candojekyll.com 
Saturday Mar 17 – St. Patrick’s Day Car Show, Jesup, GA 9 am 
Saturday Mar 17 -  Dasher Day 
Saturday Mar 17 - 3rd Saturday Slums Automotive Cruise in @ Zaxby’s Waycross 6 PM 
Sunday Mar 18 – Wild Adventures Car Show 
Saturday Mar 24 – Honor Flight Car Show, 605 Suwanee St. Tallahassee 10 am 
Saturday Mar 24 – Fly In, Cruise In, Cross City Airport, Cross City FL 10-3 
Saturday Mar 24 – 27th Annual Spring Classic, Statesboro, GA 8 – 3 ** 
Saturday Mar 24 - AFBM Cars and Coffee, 9 – 11 am – 5261 Mill Store Rd, Lake Park 
Fri/Sat Mar 30 – 31 – Perry Auto Fest and Swap Meet, Perry GA 
Sat Mar 31 – 3rd Annual Crossroads Baptist Car Show, 10 -2 

https://maps.google.com/?q=Krusin+4&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.candojekyll.com/
https://maps.google.com/?q=5261+Mill+Store+Rd,+Lake+Park&entry=gmail&source=g


 

MIKE S. BENNETT, SR. 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

BENNETT LAW FIRM, LLP 

1108 N. Patterson Street 

Valdosta, Georgia 31601 

Telephone: 

(229) 242-6726 

FAX (229) 242-7989 

E-Mail: bennlaw@bellsouth.net 

Support Our Sponsors 

 Napa Auto Parts www.napaonline.com 

 Sam’s BBQ (229) 247-0769 

 Glossworks Automotive 

 Lucas Oil www.lucasoil.com 

 Adams Polishes www.adamspolishes.com 

 B. Hudgins Photography Facebook Link  

 Wild Adventures www.wildadventures.com 

 Hagerty www.hagerty.com 

 Stoner Car Care – Invisible Glass  

www.stonercarcare.com 

 Fit Mix www.fitmix.us 

 Martin Motors www.martinmotorsonline.com 

 Red Owl Coffee www.redowlcoffee.com 

 Jasper Engines www.jasperengines.com 

 Prolong Super Lubricants www.prolong.com 

Club Name Tags and Embroidery 

 

 Name tags are available at Harmon's on West Hill Avenue. 

 Club logo embroidery is available at Arrow Screen-printing on Gordon near Baytree  

jdwnapa@gmail.com 

https://www.napaonline.com/
https://lucasoil.com/
http://www.adamspolishes.com/
https://www.facebook.com/50shadesoflayd/
http://www.wildadventures.com/
http://www.hagerty.com/
http://www.stonercarcare.com/
http://fitmix.us/
http://www.martinmotorsonline.com/
https://redowlcoffee.com/
http://www.jasperengines.com/
http://www.prolong.com/


P.O. Box 403 - Valdosta, GA  31603-0403 

Monthly Club Meeting  

March 6, 2018 

Cruise: March 10, 2018  

DQ 4:00pm until 7:30pm 

Thurs. Cruise: March 15, 2018  

DQ 5:00pm until 7:30pm 

 

Pay Dues by March 6 

 

March 2018—Spring officially arrives on March 20—the 

Vernal Equinox. This is the time the sun crosses Earth’s 

equator on as it passes from the southern hemisphere to 

the northern hemisphere. The word equinox comes from 

the Latin equi- (equal) and nox (night). On the equinox, the 

northern and southern hemispheres have the same num-

ber of hours of daylight. After the vernal equinox, the day-

light hours in the northern hemisphere are increasing and 

the daylight hours in the southern hemisphere are de-

creasing until the Summer Solstice in June.  

Spring seems to have arrived early this year.  While 

we experienced frigid temperatures in January and 

early February, we have enjoyed spring-like weather 

since about the second week of February.  So much 

for “six ore weeks of winter!” Pollen is everywhere, 

and seems to like to attach itself to our favorite rides, 

no matter hw meticulous we are to keep it washed 

off.  Perhaps we will be past the pollen-driven allergy 

season soon. 

My daughter provided me with a couple of pictures 

from the Thursday DQ cruise-in featuring my grand-

son Zakary.  See them on page 4. 

A thank-you note from the Florida Forest Festival is 

on page 4, as well. 
The second part of the article from Bell Perform-

ance on Ethanol is in this edition, and it will probably 

continue over the next month or so. 

Share some of your experiences this new year with 

us by sending a short piece  with some pictures to   

email://editor@SGCCC.org,  

Be Sure to PAY YOUR 

DUES by March 6, 2018! 

 

Happy Cruising!  

- David Boyd, editor 

Editor’s Comments 

 Design and Media Production at Wiregrass Georgia Technical College 

Cover Photo 

Richard Lasseter’s 1995 ZR-1 — January Slum’s Pick 

of the Month—(Kathy O’Bright sent the photo) 

email://editor@SGCCC.org

