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About SGCCC 

The South Georgia 

Classic Car Club was 

founded in April, 1984 as 

a not-for-profit organiza-

tion dedicated to the res-

toration, preservation, 

and enjoyment of special 

interest automobiles. 

The Driver’s Seat is the 

official publication of the 

SGCCC. It is printed, 

published, and distrib-

uted during the last week 

of each month to all club 

members. All information 

contained herein is not 

necessarily the opinion or 

the position of club mem-

bers, its officers, and/or 

advertisers.  

To submit content for 

inclusion in the newslet-

ter, please e-mail the 

editor, editor@sgccc.org 

or mail to SGCCC News-

letter, 4017 N Oak St 

Ext, Valdosta, GA 31605. 

All other correspondence 

should be sent to, 

SGCCC, P.O. Box 403, 

Valdosta, GA 31603, or e

-mail to:  

president@sgccc.org 

Your Officers 
President: 

  Geoff Hardy 

1st Vice President: 

  David Boyd 

2nd Vice President: 

  Walt Prettyman 

Secretary: 

  Bob Raffaele 

Treasurer: 

  Donna Roberson 

Chaplain: 

  Paul Worth 

Driver’s Seat Editor: 

  David Boyd 

Information Director: 

  Tracy Cosper  

Bell Performance Inc. — 12-2017 

HERE'S WHAT WE KNOW SO FAR 

 We're now more than ten years out from the nation-

wide switchover from non-ethanol gasoline to ethanol-

blend gasoline fuels. So we’ve had a decade to see what 

ethanol does and what it doesn’t. At first, there were 

serious concerns all the across the spectrum. .... 

Now that the smoke of the past decade has cleared, 

here's the best current knowledge about ethanol gasoline 

— the good, the bad and the ugly. 

7. YOU GET LOWER MILEAGE ON ETHANOL 

THAN REGULAR GASOLINE BECAUSE 

ETHANOL HAS LESS ENERGY IN IT 

(ALTHOUGH THE MILEAGE DROP CAN BE 

OVERSTATED) 

The reason people around the country complained so 

much about the mileage they were getting with ethanol 

gasoline is because ethanol contains less energy than pure 

gasoline does. Energy value in petroleum fuels is a func-

tion of the number of carbon bonds in the molecule. 

Gasoline molecules are much longer, with more carbon 

bonds, than the smaller ethanol molecule, so you have 

less energy potential in that blended fuel. This will cause 

a mileage drop or fuel usage increase in any kind of 

equipment that uses this fuel. 

How much of a drop depends on the concentration of 

ethanol in that fuel. E10 users can typically expect a 3 to 

5% drop in fuel mileage just from the fuel alone. E15 us-

ers would expect a larger drop and E85 users would see 

upwards of a 22-25% drop in mileage (which is consistent 

with the 25% lower energy level of the E85 fuel). 

8. ETHANOL A'l'I'RACTS WATER FROM THE 

AIR, WHICH IS BAD NEWS ON MANY LEV-

ELS 

 When exposed to air, ethanol will pull moisture out 

of that air and into whatever fuel it's blended with. Etha-

nol has such a strong attraction to water that chemical 

producers cannot even sell 100% pure ethanol — it is 

always 99.8% or less because there will always be at least 

a tiny bit of water. 

As this water accumulates in a fuel or storage tank, it 

sinks to the bottom of the tank because water is heavier 

than fuel. It then contributes to a whole host of fuel 

problems and issues. 

9. IT DOESN T TAKE MUCH WATER TO 

CAUSE PHASE SEPARATION, WHICH 

MAKES GAS BORDERLINE UNUSABLE 

Phase Separation means the ethanol "phase“ sepa-

rates from the gasoline "phase“, transforming the fuel 

from a homogenous mix of petroleum distillate and alco-

hol to a fuel with two layers of two different compounds. 

At this point the ethanol and water will sink below the 

gasoline phase, producing an ethanol—water phase layer. 

The typical ethanol-water layer at the bottom of a stor-

age or fuel tank contains around 50% alcohol and 50% 

water. 

We say the fuel is borderline unusable because, when 

ethanol separates from gasoline, it causes a loss of 2-4 

octane points in the fuel mixture. As it separates, it drags 

down the octane value of the gasoline. An 87—octane 

fuel that separates can have its octane rating drop to 83-

84, which is  unsatisfactory for most vehicles and will 

cause performance issues. 

This phase separation process happens over a period 

of time such that a lot of storage tanks will have partially-

separated fuel in them. And as we said earlier, it doesn't 

take a lot of water to initiate this process. The general 

rule of thumb is that you can expect phase separation to 

start once the gasoline absorbs more than 0.5% in water 

- only about a couple teaspoons of water per gallon of 

fuel. This effectively means that any ethanol fuel, left long 

enough, will separate and degrade. 

Not only will water absorption initiate phase separa-

tion in the fuel, it is also one of the impurities that will 

accelerate oxidation reactions in any petroleum-based 

fuel. This holds true whether it is gasoline, diesel, bio-

diesel or ethanol blends. Oxidation reactions are respon-

sible for fuel stratification and the fallout of heavy ends 

from the fuel mixture. These heavy ends can build up in 

the bottom of a fuel storage tank, and when they are 

injected as fuel, they will leave deposits in all parts of the 

combustion system — combustion chamber, valves and 

fuel injectors. At best, you get higher emissions level 

running through the catalytic convertor, along with rough 

running and poor engine performance, while at worst 

you get lower mileage. 

10.  ETHANOL IS DAMAGING TO RUBBER, 

PLASTIC AND EVEN SOME METALS (BUT 

MAINLY IN SMALL EQUIPMENT) 

Ethanol damages many kinds of polymer materials 

found in fuel systems and engines today. Over time, etha-

nol will soften and dissolve polymer compounds like 

rubber and plastic. This happens gradually and gets worse 

the longer the  fuel sits in contact with these materials 

(as it does when you leave fuel sitting inside a lawn 

mower). 

As this happens, the dissolved materials will then be 

carried  out by the ethanol fuel into other parts of the 

A Decade of Ethanol In Our Gas  



President’s Report 

Geoff Hardy 

April is here and with it, our spring 
Super Cruise-In on Saturday April 28th.  
This event continues to grow and with 
our change in date this year, we expect an even larger 
turnout.  It is important that each and every member 
helps make this a successful event.  Volunteers are 
needed to assist with many different areas during the 
show and, as always, sponsors.  As a SGCCC member, 
you have the authority to speak with businesses about 
sponsorships.  We are always happy to accept dona-
tions for raffle prizes or cash that could be used to pur-
chase raffle items.  Just make sure to let us know so we 
can thank them appropriately.   

Another change is happening with our monthly Sec-
ond Saturday cruise in.  A new location, Bruster’s  Ice 
Cream off N. Patterson @ Five Points, later 6 pm start 
time, and the addition of music, raffles, and even 
awards.  With these changes, we are doing lots of ad-
vertising in hopes that we can grow participation and 
make this a much larger event each month.   I hope you 
will make plans to attend and see the changes in per-
son, for yourself.   

Thank you for being a member of the SGCCC.  

Your support of our club and events helps keep this 

going.  I look forward to seeing everyone at our up-

coming events! 

Happy Cruising!! 

Geoff Hardy, President 

South Georgia Classic Car Club 

March 6, 2018 

Meeting:  club President Geoff Hardy 

opened the March meeting at Austin’s Cattle Company 

at 6:45 pm.  The opening prayer was led by Paul 

Worth.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all 

present.  There were 36 members in attendance. 

Minutes:  The February minutes were read by club Secre-

tary Bob Raffaele and were approved by those present. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Donna Roberson presented the 

February report and it was accepted by those present. 

Old Business:  we still need a few more volunteers to 

help run the Super Cruise-In on April 28th. 

 The club picnic at Grassy Pond was well attended with 

an overabundance of food and desserts.  Since it was 

so enjoyable there is talk of a fall picnic. 

 Richard Runnalls and Chris Dooley collected trophies 

at the recent Lake City car show/chili cookoff. 

New Business:  There was a discussion about moving our 

cruise-ins from DQ to another site.  The location up 

for consideration is the Bruster’s/Waffle House parking 

lot at 5 Points. A motion was made, seconded and 

passed in favor of the relocation. 

This new site is larger with better visibility and poten-

tially much more foot traffic. The cruise-in will also 

now include music and door prizes.  The change will 

occur in April with the new hours set at 6 pm to 

whenever. 

Future Events: 

3/10 – SGCC 2nd Sat cruise, DQ, inner perim, 5 pm 

3/11 – Azalea Festival. Show, Drexel Park Valdosta 10 am 

3/15 – SGCCC 3rd Thursday cruise, DQ, Inner Perimeter, 

6 pm 

3/17 – Old Time Days, Dasher, 10 am 

3/17 – Youth Home Picnic, 3 pm  

3/18 – Wild Adventures Car Show 

3/24 – AFBM Cars/coffee, Mill Stone Rd Lake Park 9-11 am 

3/31 – Crossroads Baptist Car Show 10—2 

 

Richard Rykard won the 50/50 

 

Meeting: adjourned at 7:40 pm 

 

Submitted by Bob Raffaele, club Secretary 

Minutes 



Lions Camp for the Blind Car Show 

fuel system and engine, and leave performance-robbing  

(continued on page 4) 

deposits in those areas, not to mention the damage to those essential 

parts that may render the equipment unusable. 

Sometimes, in discussions of this kind of problem, you may see ethanol 

fuel being referred to as being “corrosive” to rubber and plastic. That’s a 

misnomer— corrosion is a process that happens with metals, not poly-

mers. The ethanol fuel softens and damages those parts. But it is certainly 

corrosive to metal parts in the fuel system such as small engine carbure-

tors. This process is a good reason why boat owners and small equip-

ment owners are advised not to leave ethanol fuel sitting in the gas tanks 

and fuel lines of these important and expensive pieces of equipment when 

they are stored for the off-season. 

And if you're on the business side and you have to manage stored 

diesel and gasoline fuels, you may recognize that we haven't even men-

tioned the microbe-induced corrosion damage that ethanol fuels contrib-

ute to in storage tanks. This is a huge problem for stored fuels that we 

touch on in more detail elsewhere. 

Having said all of this, it's important to acknowledge that the initial fears 

about this kind of damage happening to vehicles hasn't materialized (no 

pun intended). Cars and trucks made in the last 30 years or so have no 

worries about fuel system damage from ethanol. |t’s the small engines and 

small equipment where the ethanol damage is a real concern. 

A Decade of Ethanol In Our Gas (cont’d) 

Waycross GA 2/17/18 

SGCC members Tim and Sandi Foster, Van and Terri McDowell, Danny and Mary 

Waller, Irene D’Amato, and Geoff Hardy travelled to Waycross on a warm February 

Saturday for the 2018 Lions Camp for the Blind Car Show.  Over 80 cars were on 

display and the vehicle quality was second to none.  A live DJ entertained the crowd 

as did a ladies line dance group from Wayne County.  Food vendors and arts and 

crafts added to the festivities.  While the SGCCC didn’t take home any awards, a 

great time was had by all. 



Slums Automotive Monthly Cruise-in 
Waycross GA 2/17/18 

Following the Lions Camp car show, the SGCCC members in attendance en-

joyed dinner at Ryan’s Steakhouse before venturing to Zaxby’s in Waycross 

for the monthly Slums Automotive Cruise In.  What an amazing event!  While 

the official event starts at 6 pm, we couldn’t help but notice cars showing up at 

4 pm.  We quickly found out why.  The entire Zaxby’s parking lot was full by 5 

pm and overflow into Ryan’s and Lowes lots continued well into the evening. 

Over 80 vehicles were in attendance and Slums members tell us that this was 

normal attendance. Slums had a live DJ, 50/50, and raffle prizes.  They also 

placed a number on each vehicle and everyone in attendance had the opportu-

nity to vote for their favorite vehicle.  We are excited to announce that our 

own Van and Terri McDowell won with the Batmobile!    This is definitely a 

monthly event you want to put on your calendar and the SGCCC will con-

tinue to support in the future. 



April 2018 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 Mon TueSun Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 

 

6 

Steve Everett 

7 

8 

 

9 10 

Richard Lasseter 

11 

George  

Johnson 

12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 

Buzz & Pat Tait 

Paul Worth 

19 20 21 

22 

Lynn & Jane  

Nelson 

Cheryl Kelty 

Michelle Maylock 

23 

Charles & 

Joan Dear 

Charles Dear 

24 

Tim & Sandi 

Foster 

Ashley  

Patterson 

25 26 27 28 

Sue Raffaele 

Jane Nelson 

26 30      

Tuesday Apr 3 – Monthly Meeting 

Fri/Sat Apr 6-7 – April Fools Rod Run, Okefenokee Fairgrounds, Waycross 

Saturday Apr 7 - Biscuits and Bumpers, Bojangles Perimeter Rd 8 am – Valdosta 

Saturday Apr 7 – Quitman Car Show – 10 am (option to arrive later @ 12) 

Saturday Apr 7 – Fussell Tire Customer Appreciation 9:30 am 

Saturday Apr 7 – Byron Peach Outlet Show, 1pm to 5 pm 

Fri/Sat Apr 13-14 – Tiftarea Auto Club Goin’ Hog Wild Car Show 

Saturday Apr 14 – Puppies and Pin-Ups Car Show, Mary Ross Waterfront Park, Brunswick, 9am 

Saturday Apr 14 – Car Show Plains, GA 

Saturday Apr 14 – Great Gainesville Car Show, Gainesville FL 

Saturday Apr 14 – Milltown Motorcade, Lakeland GA 

Saturday Apr 14 – SGCCC 2nd Saturday Cruise In @ Brusters (Five Points), 6 pm. – Valdosta 

Saturday Apr 14 – Local Car Scene 2nd Saturday Cruise In @ Steak and Shake, 7 pm – Valdosta 

Thursday Apr 19 – 3rd Thursday @ Dairy Queen Perimeter Rd – Valdosta 

Fri-Sun Apr 20-22 – Wings Over Suwanee, Suwanee County Airport, Live Oak, FL 

Saturday Apr 21 - 3rd Saturday Slums Automotive Cruise in @ Zaxby’s Waycross 6 PM 

Wednesday April 25 – Mingledorff’s Open House, 11 am – 1 pm 

Saturday Apr 28 – SGCCC Super Cruise-In 

Saturday Apr 28 - AFBM Cars and Coffee, 9 – 11 am – 5261 Mill Store Rd, Lake Park 

Sunday April 29 – Swamp Classic, Swamp Road Baptist Church, Waycross 8 am registration 



 

MIKE S. BENNETT, SR. 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

BENNETT LAW FIRM, LLP 

1108 N. Patterson Street 

Telephone: 

(229) 242-6726 

FAX (229) 242-7989 

Support Our Sponsors 

Club Name Tags and Embroi-

 

 Name tags are available at Harmon's on West Hill Avenue. 

 Club logo embroidery is available at Arrow Screen-
printing on Gordon near Baytree  

jdwnapa@gmail.com 



P.O. Box 403 - Valdosta, GA  31603-0403 

Monthly Club Meeting  

April 6, 2018 

Austin’s 6:00 

Cruise: April 14, 2018  

Bruster’s 6:00pm until  

Thurs. Cruise: April 19, 2018  

DQ 5:00pm until 7:30pm 

Super Cruise: April 28 

Five Points 9:00—3:00 

 

 

April 2018—Spring activities are already in full swing. In 

March, we had the Azalea  Festival with its associated car 

show, the Wild Adventures Car Show, and the picnic at 

the Sheriff’s Youth Home, along with the usuall cruise-ins 

in the area. The Slum’s monthly cruise-in in Waycross 

seems to be a big his with several of our members. 

This month, we can enjoy the Quitman Car Show, the Fus-

sel Tire Customer Appreciation Day, the Milltown Motor-

cade, and of course, our own Super Cruise-in.  There are 

other activities on the calendar with a little more driving 

involved, but April is a great month to get out there and 

enjoy these events. 

We received reports and pictures from the Lion’s 

Camp for the Blind Car Show and the Slum’s monthly 

cruise-in.  Thanks to Geoff hardy for providing these. 

Both of these events took place in February. We look 

forward to receiving  similar reports and photos from 

the cruise-ins and shows attended in March.  These 

will appear in the next issue of the Driver’s Seat. 

The third part of the article from Bell Performance 

on Ethanol is in this edition, and the final part should 

appear next month. 

We look forward to receiving reports of some of of 

your experiences this year. Just send a short piece  

with some pictures to   

email://editor@SGCCC.org,  

 

Happy Cruising!  

- David Boyd, editor 

Editor’s Comments 

 Design and Media Production at Wiregrass Georgia Technical College 

Cover Photo 

February Slum’s Cruise-in 

email://editor@SGCCC.org

