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About SGCCC 

The South Georgia 

Classic Car Club was 

founded in April, 1984 as 

a not-for-profit organiza-

tion dedicated to the res-

toration, preservation, 

and enjoyment of special 

interest automobiles. 

The Driver’s Seat is the 

official publication of the 

SGCCC. It is printed, 

published, and distrib-

uted during the last week 

of each month to all club 

members. All information 

contained herein is not 

necessarily the opinion or 

the position of club mem-

bers, its officers, and/or 

advertisers.  

To submit content for 

inclusion in the newslet-

ter, please e-mail the 

editor, editor@sgccc.org 

or mail to SGCCC News-

letter, 4017 N Oak St 

Ext, Valdosta, GA 31605. 

All other correspondence 

should be sent to, 

SGCCC, P.O. Box 403, 

Valdosta, GA 31603, or e

-mail to:  

president@sgccc.org 

Your Officers 
President: 

  Geoff Hardy 

1st Vice President: 

  David Boyd 

2nd Vice President: 

  Walt Prettyman 

Secretary: 

  Bob Raffaele 

Treasurer: 

  Donna Roberson 

Chaplain: 

  Paul Worth 

Driver’s Seat Editor: 

  David Boyd 

Information Director: 

  Tracy Cosper  

Bell Performance Inc. — 12-2017 

HERE'S WHAT WE KNOW SO FAR 

 We're now more than ten years out from the nation-

wide switchover from non-ethanol gasoline to ethanol-

blend gasoline fuels. So we’ve had a decade to see what 

ethanol does and what it doesn’t. At first, there were 

serious concerns all the across the spectrum. .... 

Now that the smoke of the past decade has cleared, 

here's the best current knowledge about ethanol gasoline 

— the good, the bad and the ugly. 

11. TWO-CYCLE AND SMALL ENGINES ARE WHAT 

ETHANOL GIVES FITS 

Ethanol destroys 2-cycle engines by interfering with 

the lubrication that the fuel oil mixture provides. Re-

member that 2-cycle engines use oil mixed into the fuel 

to provide their essential lubrication. The oil in the fuel 

bonds to metal parts to keep the engine running. Ethanol 

fuel attracts water, and that water can prevent the oil in 

the 2-cycle fuel from bonding to the metal surfaces. This 

causes catastrophic engine damage and gives a lot of busi-

ness to small engine repair shops everywhere. 

12. PUTTING TOO MUCH ETHANOL IN YOUR CAR 

CAN FOOL YOUR CAR'S COMPUTER 

No doubt you've heard of the "flex-fuel" vehicles. 

These are vehicles that have had engine modifications to 

enable them to run on either gasoline or a high concen-

tration of ethanol like E85. These vehicles have no prob-

lem running on any concentration on ethanol in their 

gasoline, from 0 to 10 to 15 to up to 85%. They can do 

this because they have special fuel sensors to properly 

read the ethanol-fuel mixture and special fuel injection 

modifications to ensure the fuel-air mixture supplied isn't 

too rich or lean. 

The rest of the vehicle population (excluding classic 

cars) have all been programmed to be able to run nor-

mally on 10% ethanol fuel. But what happens if you fill up 

at a gas station where the fuel pump says “up to 10% 

ethanol" but which actually has 15% or 18% ethanol or 

higher? We ask the question because that happens a lot 

more often than you might think — gas stations with 

actual percentages of ethanol in their gasoline that are 

higher than labeled. 

When this kind of fuel gets burned in a non-flex-fuel 

engine, the fuel-air mixture starts skewing away from 

what it needs to be, and the computer senses the end 

result. Remember, the computer is assuming that it's 

injecting 10% ethanol or less, and it doesn't have the 

ability to detect differences and change what it’s doing if 

the actual amount of ethanol is higher than that. Part of 

this discrepancy comes from the altered density of the 

fuel (i.e 15% or 18% ethanol weighs a different amount 

than 10% ethanol) and part of it is due to higher levels of 

oxygen (because of higher levels of ethanol) hitting the 

oxygen sensor. When the O2 level of the exhaust is 

higher than expected (because the computer is expecting 

oxygen levels commensurate to that of 10% ethanol, not 

15 or 20%), it fools the computer into thinking that the 

fuel-air mixture is too lean, with not enough fuel in the 

mix. Essentially, a false positive reading has been created 

in this scenario. What does the computer do to fix this 

false positive problem? It injects more fuel than it needs 

to, because it's been fooled by what it is seeing. And that 

means the driver's mileage and performance go down 

even more than expected. 

13. THERE IS NO FUEL ADDITIVE THAT CAN RE-

MOVE ETHANOL FROM GASOLINE 

In the ten years that people have been dealing with 

ethanol- gasoline, they've been exposed to lots of fuel 

additives coming along, claiming to do weird and wild 

things with the ethanol in their fuel. Most of them have 

been proven to be as worthless as their claims are. A few 

of the more outlandish claims to come along center on 

fuel additives being able to get rid of the ethanol in the 

fuel and reverse phase separation. 

Some fuel additives claim that by adding them to etha-

nol- blend gasoline, they make the ethanol disappear. A 

neat parlor trick, to be sure, but in the end, complete 

nonsense. Ethanol alcohol is a part of the gasoline once 

it's added; there's nothing you could add to effectively 

make that part disappear. There's no chemical reaction 

going on in the fuel once you add the additive. The etha-

nol in the gasoline isn't going anywhere. 

And regarding phase separation, some industrial addi-

tives claim to reverse and "fix" phase-separated fuel. If it 

was possible to do that, that would be a huge bonus for 

people storing ethanol gasoline. But it sounds too good 

to be true because it is. These "fuel repair" additives have 

fine print that tell you they only fix partially-separated 

fuel — a long ways away from what they imply in their 

marketing print. And even with partially-separated fuel, 

they only claim to be able fix separated fuel that's just 

started the process. In other words, they don’t actually 

do very much at all. What time has shown us in the last 

ten years is that the only thing that you can do to pre-

vent damage or problems from the ethanol fuels available 

at your local gas station is to use a fuel additive to treat 

the problems and symptoms themselves that ethanol 

causes in your engine, fuel system and fuel storage tanks. 

There's nothing you can add to ethanol fuel to make the 

ethanol go away, nor is there any cost-effective way to 

repair phase-separated ethanol gasoline. These are cases 

where an ounce of prevention is worth more than a 

pound of cure. 

A Decade of Ethanol In Our Gas (4) 



President’s Report 

Geoff Hardy 

May is here and we are just off the heels 
of our spring Super Cruise-In.  As we con-
tinue to build off our successful events of 
April, it is more important now than ever to have each and 
every club member involved with the planning and other 
aspects of the Fall Classic.  I know it gets repetitive, but as an 
SGCCC member, you have the authority to speak with busi-
nesses about sponsorships.  We are always happy to accept 
donations for raffle prizes or cash that could be used to pur-
chase raffle items.  Just make sure to let us know so we can 
thank them appropriately.  We also need members to step 
up and help with the planning and preparations to ensure all 
aspects of the event are covered and successful.  The time 
to start planning is now.   

Additionally, I can’t say enough how successful our move 
to Bruster’s was for second Saturday.  45 vehicles registered 
and another 20 to 25 are estimated to have attended. We 
received several compliments on the later 6 pm start time 
along with the addition of music, raffles, and the people’s 
choice award.  Look for a feature on this event in the Val-
dosta Daily Times. Also, when you visit the Five Points 
Bruster’s and Waffle House, make sure to thank them for 
allowing us to impose on their business.   

Thank you for being a member of the SGCCC.  Your 

support of our club and events helps keep this going.  I look 

forward to seeing everyone at our upcoming events! 

Happy Cruising!! 

Geoff Hardy, President 

South Georgia Classic Car Club 

April 3, 2018 

 

Meeting:  Club President Geoff Hardy opened the 

April meeting at Austin’s Cattle Company at 6:50 

pm. The opening prayer was led by Paul Worth.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all pre-

sent. There were 31 members in attendance. 

Minutes:  The March minutes were read by club Sec-
retary Bob Raffaele and were approved as read. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Donna Roberson presented the 
March report and it was approved by those pre-
sent. 

Old Business:  Final preparations for the upcoming 
Super Cruise-in were discussed.  Parking, port-o-
lets and music are ready to go.  The number of 
outside vendors is growing with Sam’s BBQ com-
mitted and RedOwl as a definite maybe. 

 Geoff reported on club participation at both Wild 
Adventures and Dasher Days events. 

 Two club members, Geoff Hardy and Van McDow-
ell both took home trophies at the recent States-
boro show. 

New Business: There was some discussion on the 
upcoming move to Bruster’s Ice Cream for future 
2nd Saturday Cruise-ins. 

Future Events: 
 4/7 – Biscuits/Bumpers, Bojangles, Inner Perime-

ter Road, 8 am 
 4/7 – Quitman car show, Courthouse Square, 10 

am 
 4/7 – Fussell Tire Appreciation Day, St. Augustine 

Road, 9:30 am 
 4/14 – Milltown Motorcade, Lakeland, GA 
 4/14 – SGCCC 2nd Saturday Cruise in, Bruster’s 

Ice Cream at 5 Points, 6 pm 
 4/19 – 3rd Thursday Cruise, DQ, Inner Perimeter 

Road, 6 pm 
 4/21 – Wings over Suwanee, Suwanee Airport, 

Live Oak, FL  9 am 
 4/21 – Slums Automotive Cruise, Zaxby’s, Way-

cross 6  pm 
 4/25 – Mingledorff’s Open House, Connell Rd, 11 

am 
 

50/50 won by the Fosters and donated back to the 
club 

Meeting:  adjourned at 7:35 pm 
 

Submitted by Bob Raffaele, club Secretary 

Minutes 

Name Tags and Embroidery 

 

 Name tags are available at Harmon's on West Hill Avenue. 

 Club logo embroidery is available at Arrow Screen-
printing on Gordon near Baytree  



Sheriff’s Youth Home Picnic 
Hahira GA 3/247/18 

We had a lot of fun at the Sheriff’ Youth Home with a picnic with 

hamburgers and hot dogs (thanks to cooks Paul & Fred) and lots of 

sides provided by club members. As you can see from the pictures 

(thanks to Chris Bremer) the youngsters really enjoyed the rides, 

especially Dan’s Fire Truck and the club Police Car. Thanks to all 

who participated, and special thanks to the Corvette Club for pro-

viding the drinks. 



Bruster’s 2nd Saturday Cruise-in 
Valdosta, GA 5/14/18 

Thank you for your participation in our second Saturday cruise-in at 

Bruster's.  We had 45 vehicles registered and reports of another 20 to 

25 that did not register.  We received many compliments on the overall 

cruise-in and learned a few things to make improvements for next time.  

Both Bruster's and Waffle House were extremely pleased and are look-

ing forward to next month.   

One small change to the program will be the adjustment of the time so 

that the official cruise will run from 6 to 8:30 with the option to stay 

later for those who wish to hang out.  We will also position our SGCCC 

tent a few spaces closer to the Waffle House side and change the posi-

tion of the speakers to better cover the entire "show area".   

Check out our Facebook page for additional photo albums by different 

members.   

Make your plans to attend next month.  Club participation is key to the 

success of this event.  If you were unable to attend this cruise-in, be sure 

you don't miss the one in May!  We fully expect this event to grow and 

become a large gathering each month.   



May 2018 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 Mon TueSun Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 

Don & Janice Logue 

 

 

4 5 

6 

 

7 8 9 10 11 

Glenn & Selina 

Marr 

Terri McDowell 

12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 

Wade & Pam 

Lichtenberg 

19 

20 

Jubie Copeland 

21 

Mike & Evelyn 

Bennett 

22 

Pam Lichtenberg 

23 24 25 26 

Bob & Doreen 

Barrett 

27 

Jonathan &  

Chanita Irvin 

Dan Bremer 

28 29 

Selina Marr 

Walt Prettyman 

30 

Phyllis Fuches 

31   

Tuesday May 1 – Monthly Meeting 
Saturday May 5 - Biscuits and Bumpers, Bojangles Perimeter Rd 8 am – Valdosta 
Saturday May 5 – Pelham Main Street Car Show, Pelham GA 
Saturday May 5 – 73rd Annual Pine Tree Festival, Swainsboro, GA 
Saturday May 5 – Mustangs at the Mountain, Stone Mountain Park, 8 am 
Saturday May 12 – Gnat Days Car Show, Camilla, GA 9:30 AM 
Saturday May 12 – SGCCC 2nd Saturday Cruise In @ Brusters (Five Points), 6 pm. – Valdosta 
Saturday May 12 – Local Car Scene 2nd Saturday Cruise In @ Steak and Shake, 7 pm – Valdosta 
Thursday May 17 – 3rd Thursday @ Dairy Queen Perimeter Rd – Valdosta 
Saturday May 19 - 3rd Saturday Slums Automotive Cruise in @ Zaxby’s Waycross 6 PM 
Saturday May 26 - AFBM Cars and Coffee, 9 – 11 am – 5261 Mill Store Rd, Lake Park 
 

Saturday June 2 - Biscuits and Bumpers, Bojangles Perimeter Rd 8 am – Valdosta 
Saturday June 2 – Lanier Parks and Rec Car Show, Threatte Center, Lakeland GA 9-2 
Tuesday June 5 – Monthly Meeting 

https://maps.google.com/?q=5261+Mill+Store+Rd,+Lake+Park&entry=gmail&source=g


Support Our Sponsors 

jdwnapa@gmail.com 



P.O. Box 403 - Valdosta, GA  31603-0403 

Monthly Club Meeting  

May 1, 2018 

Austin’s 6:00 

2nd Sat. Cruise: May 12, 2018  

Bruster’s 6:00pm until 9:00pm 

3rd Thurs. Cruise: May 17, 2018  

DQ 5:00pm until 7:30pm 

 

 

We roamed the fields and river sides, 

When we are young and gay; 

We chased the bees and plucked the flowers, 

In the merry, merry month of May. 

 

Oh, yes, with ever changing sports, 

We whiled the hours away; 

The skies were bright, 

Our hearts were light, 

In the merry, merry month of May  

- Stephen Foster 

May is the beginning of Summer Vacation, a time of 

relaxation and fun, as Stephen Foster depicted in this 
song. We are able to while the time away at the many 

cruise-ins in the area. The 2nd Saturday Cruise-in at 

Brusters in April is a just such an example.  So was 

the Thursday Cruise-in at DQ and the Super Cruise-

in at 5 Points. A lot of work goes into these events, 

but the benefits of a relaxed atmosphere with many 

great cars and car enthusiasts makes it all worthwhile.  

Check out the pictures and reports from the picnic 

at the Sheriff’s Youth Home and the Bruster’s Cruise-

in.  

The fourth and final part of the article from Bell 

Performance on Ethanol is in this edition,  

We look forward to receiving reports of some of 

your experiences this summer . Just send a short 

piece  with some pictures to   

email://editor@SGCCC.org,  

 
Happy Cruising!  

- David Boyd, editor 

Editor’s Comments 

 Design and Media Production at Wiregrass Georgia Technical College 

Cover Photo 

Van & Terri McDowell’s Batmobile at the 

April 2nd Saturday Cruise-in at Bruster’s  

email://editor@SGCCC.org

